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First rains bring life to a halt 




Window 


on 


Jordan 


AMMAN (Star)—At Iasi the wet weather is here, it 
was beginning to Teel that winter would never come. 
Very strange, it was hot steaming weather in the 
middle of October—looking as if the temperatures 
were never going ro go down. 

So last week’s sudden downpour took the country 
by surprise and in spile of the damages incurred by 
lhe drencher, it was a very welcome change from the 
hot, humid and sticky climate that is increasingly 
becoming the norm in this neck of the woods. 

The sudden rains after a hot spell reflected the 
area’s extremes. The storm, accompanied by Lhun- 
der, wtis short lived but it made its point in a very 


short time, pouring down thick and fast as if it was 
nobody's business. For a good few hours, heavy rain 
brought life to a still. It was an unbelievable sight, 
one that was cherished for the moment it 
represented 

The pour and high winds didn't.only effect this 
country. As pan of the regional whether system, it 
caused havoc in the Palestinian territories. Israel and 
Egypt causing widespread destruction and death in 
some cases. 

In fact Jordan got away with minor scratches com¬ 
pared with what happened in Jericho and in some 
parts of Israel, with great losses being incurred to 


agricultural crops. In this respect Jericho was 
affected most with loses reaching up to millions of 
dollars. 

Bui whatever the consequences, the pain and 
agony of the harsh climatic conditions, the rains are 
badly needed in this pan of the world. What hap¬ 
pened last week was not unusual. Freak weather is 
actually the norm rather than the exception. Every 
year this happens, and countless lives are washed 
away hy freak weather conditions. 

This year, the deluge claimed a different sort of 

Continued on page 2 
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and cultural weekly 


Arab Bank’s half yearly 
balance sheet as of 30 June 
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Amman Third District: 

Heavyweights are staying 
home but competition is 
heating up nonetheless 
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By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
AMMAN’S THIRD electoral 
district has always been 
described a battlefield. Since 
the 1989 elections, the Third 
District has seen tough compe¬ 
tition between business 
tycoons. political heavy¬ 
weights. fiery opposition fig¬ 
ures and traditional loyalists. 
It’s been also called the 
Whales District in reference to 
the big names that'usually 
compete for one of its five 
seats, three Muslim, one Chris¬ 
tian and one Circassian/ 
Chechen. 

However, in this year’s 
polls, the Third District is wit¬ 
nessing a different kind of 
competition. The big names are 
nowhere to he seen and the 
whales may have given way to 
smaller Fish. 

Analysis point to the 


absence of conservative Isla¬ 
mists and influential liberal fig¬ 
ures from the race. Both have 
decided to boycott die elec¬ 
tions. One such figure, a mod¬ 
erate Jordanian of Palestinian 
origin, is Taher Al Masri. The 
former premier has held his 
seat for two consecutive terms. 
But now he has opted to stay 
away in protest of government 
policies. 

Other famous Third District 
contenders include a number of 
-former legislators who had a 
remarkable impact on the 
Lower House, such as Fans AI 
Nablsi. Laith Shbeilat. Fakhri 
Kawar. and Mansour Saif 
Eddin Moorad. 

Since the traditional runners 
are boycotting the race, observ¬ 
ers believe it is now an open 
day for this district, especially 
with regard to the Muslim 
seats. However, the competi¬ 


tion for both Christian and Cir- ers in this 
cassian/Chechen seats could Accord 

develop into a die-hard race Al Raghil 

after all. able, leav 

Twenty candidates (28 in dales to 
1993 elections) are competing remaining 

for Lhe district's five seats. The Mohamac 

number of registered voters has who fai lei 

reached 117.217 elections. 

Eleven Muslim candidates 
are competing for one of the . atr- 
ihree Muslim seats. The most •,’ e "T i 
prominent runner is business- )^TJA 

man Ali Abu ALRaghib. who is > / 
also a former minister and 
deputy. Abu Al Raghib V— 7" 


is considered as 
the candidate of , 
the business r 
community in i 
that district. In ( 
1993 he won | 
8162 votes. * 
about 18 per- 
cent of the total > 
number of vol- 


ai nagmn % / 
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Women groups fail to support Faisal 

Vastly outnumbered 
female candidates have a 
tough race to the Dome 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Sufi Writer 

SEVENTEEN WOMEN are 
contesting the 4 November par¬ 
liamentary elections, down 
from 24. Seven women candi¬ 
dates withdrew from the race 

The 17 candidates will face 
toueh competition from male 
candidates who outnumber 
them by 31 to one: observer* 
are skeptical Uutt any of them 
could reach the Lower House. 

The outspoken Toujan Fai- 
s; ,l ihe first Jordanian woman 
io "win a seal in the Lower 



: first Jordanian wuhk* == » 

Continued on page 2 Tojan Faisal’s bid for another election win looks doubtful 


ers in this constituency. * 
According to observers. Abu 
Al Raghih’s chances are favor¬ 
able. leaving Ihe rest of candi¬ 
dates to fighi for the two 

remaining Muslim seats. 

Mohamad khair Al Kilani. 
who failed to make it in lhe last 
elections, is running this year 
under lhe list of 
1 _ jm lhe cenier- 

V"! sFy right. National 

Constitutional 
J'/ X Party iNdiT 

- His chances may 

~T" improve this year 

t < /S’ due to NCP's back- 

P 1 the absence of 
Hive, IAF candi- 
irahim Al Kilani 
the race. 

■ The rest of the 
i. candidates 
i. competing lor 
the Muslim 
quota arc first 
time runners. 

The big battle, however, will 
be over the Christian scat. Four 
political parties are competing 
for this single seat by their first 
ranking members. Two opposi¬ 
tion parties, who refused to 
abide by the boycott decision 
of the Islamie-led opposition 
alliance, are in an arm-twisting 
battle since they have been al 
odds over this sear for a long 
time. 

The Jordanian Socialist Arab 
Ba’ath Party has fielded Mr 
Khalil Haddadin. a popular lor- 
mer deputy. Haddadin. :i suc¬ 
cessful contractor, won 1582 
votes in the 1993 elections, 
forming three percent of the 
lota! votes cast in this district. 

The other opposition puny is 
the Jordanian Communist Party 
who is running with its sole 
candidate in this general elec¬ 
tions. Mrs Emily Nat a", an old- 
guard communist and a promi¬ 
nent activist. The communists, 
who failed to be represented in 
lhe two previous parliaments, 
had a painful experience in the 
Third District when the head of 
the party. Yacoub Zayadeen. 
Iosl in the 1989 polls. 

As a prominent feminist. 
Nafa’ will lake a sizable num¬ 


ber of \ ilies from Mrs Toujan 
Faisal, the only female legisla¬ 
tor in the hist Lower House. 
Mrs Faisal is facing problems 
with the feminist sector (see 
related story). 

Observers believe Haddadin 
is the least dependent on the 
Christian vote, taking into 
account his record in the last 
Parliament and the political 
structure of the Third District 

which is dominated hv 
Ba'Lhisi sympathizers. Nafa'. 
on the other hand, will be 
depending on Christian voters 
and will have to share them 
with the other lour Christian 
candidates, one of whom is a 
previous comrade. Mr Issa 
Mdanat. a reforming commu¬ 
nist and a former legislator. 
Mdanat is heading the Union¬ 
ist Democratic Party, which is 
a merger of pan-Arabists and 
leftists. Mdanat and Nafa' 
share the same voter structure, 
with a bonus of few pan- 
Arabisl activists in favor of 
Mdanat. 

However, amidst this mess, 
the chances of the Christian 
candidate of the National Con¬ 
stitutional Party. Mr Farah Al 
Rabadi. is hanging in the air. 
The hardline Christian candi¬ 
date is completely dependent 
on the Christian vote. 

Al Rabadi. look the Chris¬ 
tian seal of the Ajloun District 
with only 859 votes, lhe least 
number of voles casted for any 
ol the 8D legislators in the pre¬ 
vious Lower House. He is a 
newcomer to the Third district 
and his banners talk uhout a 
victory he claimed during'the 
previous Parliament, achieving 
the new year public holiday 
and allowing the Christian 
teaching in public schools. 

Observers believe Al 
Rabadi will have to fight hard 
with another Christian candi¬ 
date. Mr Odeh Qawas. who 
claims to he lhe candidate of 
Lhe Christian sector in that dis¬ 
trict. He also has to face Mrs 
Norma Shattaru who is com¬ 
peting with an unsure chance 
of winninc. ■ 



A woman carrying a baby is taken away by the social services for allegedly begging 
on the streets of Amman, Photo by Fuad jbour (See related story on page 2). 


US backs away from 
demanding new 
sanctions against Iraq 


By John M. Goshko 
UNITED NATIONS—In an 
attempt to defuse strong oppo¬ 
sition from Russia and France, 
the United Stales is backing 
away from its cull for immedi¬ 
ate new sanctions against Iraq 
for interfering with United 
Nations weapons inspector* 
and has offered to wait six 
months for the Security Coun¬ 
cil to act against Iraq. UN dip¬ 
lomatic sources said Monday. 

Bul the sources said, the 
United States wants a commit¬ 
ment ihat the sanctions auto¬ 
matically would take effect at 
that time if President Saddam 
Hussein's government Iraq 
continues to defy UN orders. 
So far, Russia and France have 
not accepted that condition. 

At issue is a proposal by the 
United Slates and Britain to 
toughen the sanctions imposed 
on Iraq after its 1990 invasion 
of Iraq to include a ban on 
international travel by Iraqi 
military and intelligence offi¬ 
cials. The aim is to force Iraq 
to stop hindering UN inspec¬ 
tors charged with eliminating 
Saddam’s remaining weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Washington began pressing 


for the new sanctions in June, 
but ran into opposition from 
Russia and France. Both coun¬ 
tries have strong economic 
interests with Baghdad and 
advocate a more flexible and 
conciliatory line. After Presi¬ 
dent Clinton intervened with 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
during the Group of Seven 
industrial nations summit in 
July, a compromise ' was 
worked out that also won 
French agreement. It called for 
the Security Council to give 
Iraq until Oct. 11 to cooperate 
with UN inspections or face a 
travel ban. 

Thai deadline has expired, 
and the United States and Brit¬ 
ain. citing continued Iraqi 
blocking of inspections, are cir¬ 
culating a resolution that would 
have the 15-nation council 
impose the restrictions. But 
Russia and France, each of 
which can veto any resolution, 
are arguing that the council 
should wail longer before 
resorting to further sanctions. 

US officials declined to say 
whether Washington had 
offered the compromise 
described by other diplomatic 
sources. Bill Richardson, the 
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Tokyo women ’s chance to ogle 
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-- Tordan dancers by name. “It totally changes my mood. 

TOKYO_Dante wags his sweaty bottom. My life is so taring otherwise. 

EL cleaved by the thinnest of thongs. J-mw * * Tokyo s first male strip joint, and 
nTac-rowdof Japanese women who scream his the nightly crowds are pmof some Ajponne 

al 0 ^ „ -nd Enriaue who have iust peeled women arc sick of silling al home while their 
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Tokyo is known for sex 
joints, featuring naked women 

in acts that range from coy to _ gsESg? 

raunchy- A favorite male prac- wr 
uce is to dine at clubs where 11/ 

S is served with a noted W I 

woman as the planer. D p n a r f 

But at J.men s. it s men-— |\ t/ y U I l 
mainly American men—who 
Sripro G-strings for the enier- 

Srnneni of Japanese women 
who come hereby the busload 
me three or four times a week. _ 

^rhiTiTthe best, the best. I never get ured of 
.25? here^ «ys Saiomi Hotta, a 20-year-old 
«*"■» Sent who pays the S42 cover charge 


japan is sun a maic-aominaiea society, wnciu 
men work long days and spend long 
. evenings out with colleagues. 
Women are ex peeled to tend to 
(?Yyjjjd3 home and children. 

"This makes me feel good.” says 
'#Hotta. She spends her hard-earned 
Ms%rW cash to watch hunks stripping oul 
, of flight suits and singing “Wild 
DTI Thing." Or peeling off pinstriped 
baseball uniforms and doing pro 
vocative moves with Louisville 
sluggers. 

She loves Tony. Enrique. Mario. 
Bobby. Colin and Dante—well-oiled, hie- 
muscled lads who come dancing through dry- 
ice smoke. It’s a thrill, a kick, a shiver of fun to 
watch the guys singing "Good Vibrations 
while wearing !eis around their necks and little 


else. There is visible swooning when, at the 

finale. Dante Henderson croons Kenny Rog¬ 
ers’s sugary ballad "Lady." 

At 6-4 and 200 well-packaged pounds. Hen¬ 
derson is lead singer of the J.men's revue. He 
sines surprisingly well. 

“Dante! Dante! Dante! Very cool!" screams 
Rumiko Nakamura. 22. 

“He really does have talent." another woman 
says In those around her in Lhe J.men’s theater, 
where seals are in neat rows and drinking never 
gets oul of hand. 'There are some seriously cute 
guys up there!" says another woman. 

Some of the dancers lean over and kiss 
women in the audience. Sometimes they drag a 
shy one onstage for a dance or nuzzle. A hug 
I'lviin a big strapping guy called Tony goes a 
long way here, judging from (he giggly, giddy 
responses. At nn time arc the performers com¬ 
pletely naked ((hough they come close). 

The hnok is young American guys, with the 
occasional Englishman or Mexican, singing and 
dancing in decidedly American garb. Besides 
sport', uniforms, sometimes they are in top hat 
and tails, or full US military uniforms. 


"Ooooh. they’re so cute, don’t you think?” 
says Nakamura. 

Henderson. 28. is from Kansas City but 
worked as a singer and dancer in Los Angeles 
before coming to Japan in 1996. "We're just 
taking our shirts and pants off: I’m not ashamed 
of it,” he says. Strippers might feel awkward or 
embarrassed the first rime, he adds, “but it is 
something you get used lo. After a while it's no 
hie deal." 

Some of the guys are former dancers from 
Chippendale's male strip clubs. Nobody does 
anything rude, says Henderson. And. he said, 
it's a kick to entertain Japanese women, who 
are often restrained: "American women arc 
more willing to let loose, they show more physi¬ 
cal and verbal responses.” 

Henderson wouldn't reveal how much 
money he makes, but says it keeps him doing 
this for a living. He wants to sing profession¬ 
ally. and. “I hope that when 1 look hack on my 
career. I'll be able to say that this is where I got 
my start." 

At the end of the show, the lights come up 
Continued on page 2 


US ambassador here, told 
reporters: "The Iasi resolution 
said there would be additional 
sanctions if they don't comply. 
We are following the letter of 
the law. and we don't want to 
send them a signal thru they cun 
violate UN sanctions.” 

However Shite Department 
Spokesman James P. Rubin 
hinted that the United Slates is 
looking for a compromise. Cit¬ 
ing the need for unity within 
vhe council, he said. "We are 
going lo work, to try lo achieve 
again the maximum .support for 
ihe maximumly strains resolu¬ 
tion." Rubin also said that Sec¬ 
retary of State Madeleine Alb¬ 
right spake over lhe weekend 
with French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedn'ne and Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov. France hopes to 
gain lucrative contracts and 
concessions in the Iraqi oil 
industry nnee sanctions arc 
ended. Russia is owed billions 
of dollars for weapons sold to 
Saddam’s military hy the now 
defunct Soviet Union but can¬ 
not collect until Iraq again 
begins earning oil revenues. 

Primakov, in particular, long' 
has been a strong advocate 
within the Russian government 
of seeking a softer international 
line toward Iraq. These two 
countries have continued to call 
for a go-slow approach despite 
testimony hy Richard Butler, 
head of the UN special com¬ 
mission charged with ferreting 
out Iraq's hidden weapons pro¬ 
grams. that Iraqi officials 
blocked or delayed live inspec¬ 
tions during September. 

They also have brushed aside 
a defiant statement last week 
by Iraq’s UN ambassador. 
Nizar Humdoon. Asserting that 
Iraq "cannot continue forever 
with this very slow procrasti¬ 
nating (disarmament) process." 
Hamdoon warned. “Iraq would 
have to see the end of this tun¬ 
nel. But if this Joes not happen 
and Iraq continues lo be in the 
dark on its future. Iraq will 
have to reconsider rhe situation 
and take the appropriate deci- 


IA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Tough task 


Life on the streets 

for social workers 


By Ibtisam A1 Awadat 

Special to The Star 

HER NAME is Jamiia which in Arabic 
means beautiful. The 24-year-old deserves 
her name. With a child on one arm, who 
couldn’t have been more than two years 
old, she was sitting in front of a medical 
center begging for charity. 

But when Jamiia saw the force, which is 
made up of a policewomen, a conduct 



supervisor, and a representative from the 
Ministry of Social Development, she tried 
a to run away. 

The job of this team is to apprehend 
beggars and take them to the Center of 
Classification for Special Cases for beg¬ 
gars and vagabonds. Jamiia is taken in 
with her little baby Zein without any resis¬ 
tance. ’’Our campaigns began last July, 
working 12 hours daily in big cities like 
Amman. Zarqa and Irbid to find out more 
about these people, 

their motives for beg¬ 
ging, and their soda! 
conditions." Ali 

Samara, chief of the 
Mendicancy Dept., at 
the Soda! Affairs Min¬ 
istry, says. The pro¬ 
gram he is involved 
until is called “The 
Social Precautionary 
Security Program for 
Protecting Childhood 
and Juveniles." 

Jamiia continues to 
weap and plead with 
. the officials to let her 
go home, reiterating 
that this is her first 
time. But after an hour 
she admits that she 
resorted to begging on 
streets before. Ho- hus¬ 
band works as a coffee 
vendor and her family 
knows that she begs on 
the streets: she leaves 
her other three-year-old 
son, with her aunt. 

The baby girl smiles 
to officials as her 
mother weaps and 
pleads. Samira was the 
second catch. She was 
caught begging at the 
gates of one of the hos¬ 
pitals in Amman, while 
the others got away. 

The same scenario 
_ was repeated, denying 


thar she is begging but later admitting it: “I 
have orphans, with no one to take care of 
them, what shall 1 do?” 

But this cannot be the only motive 
because as Mr Samara says if she is really 
poor she can get benefit from the Charity 
Fund of the Ministry of Soda] Affairs. 
"There are other motives as one of our 
social study suggests: first it's a quick 
way of making money as they become 
‘professional beggars', then a result of 
family break-up, the absence of the father 
or the death of one of the parents, finally, - 
it's poverty and unemployment.'* 

As our tour continued, the policewoman 
stopped as she saw what she called a sus¬ 
pect: a woman with a little boy walking in - 
the market "I recognize beggars after 
years of experience," she says as rushed 
out of the bus to run after the woman. 

The woman tries to run away as her 
three-year-old boy began to cry. Nadia 
resists, yelling and kicking. After a scuffle, 
the policewoman manages to bring her into 
the bus. 

"Yesterday we took in four children, 
three are brothers whose ages vary from 5 
to 10 years,” says Ibrahim the supervisor. 
“They were begging near the traffic lights, 
which is a strategic place for them.” 

Begging takes place in many forms. Mr 
Samara says. “Asking for money near 
mosques, hospitals, and houses is one 
form. There is also the veiled begging like 
selling simple tilings such as flowers and 
chewing gums by children." Mr Samara 
adds ‘‘others take advantage of their real or 
lake handicap. And we notice that beggars 
make use of their children or even rent 
babies to influence pedestrians." 

In the Center of Classification and Care 
of Special Cases in Urrnn AI Assaker. in 
the first floor, we-found old men. beggar*, 
and people who are mentally handicapped. 

“Also we have what we call humanitar¬ 
ian cases, those who have no one to look 
l after them, so they are left vagabonding 
in the streets." Mr Mohammad Ai 
Shoaybi. the director of this center..says. 
On the second floor we saw females of 
different ages. Sitting is u woman with 



One of the babies that is suspected of being used for begging 


her two-month old baby. The place is tidy 
and clean, however, in another room the 
children were sleeping. 

“When we receive beggars in the cen¬ 
ter. wc study the condition of each one. if 
the beggar is poor then we send him to 
the Charity Fluid for a monthly allow¬ 
ance." Mr AI Shoaybi says. “If the beggar 
is what we term a 'professional’ and a 
repeated one, then he is taken to court.” 

Article 389 of the Penal Code stipulates 
that “If it's the first time, the beggar is 
sent to jail for no more than three months, 
or the court can decide to send him to a 
special society for not less than one year 
and not more than three years. But if. the 
beggar is a ’professional 1 then be is sent 
to jail for not more than one year. 

"The phenomenon is increasing 
because beggars can be released easily 
cither by paying bail or by a written 
undertaking from one of his relatives.” 


Mr AI Shoaybi says. “One of the beggars 
told me that even if 1 was caught, I can 
pay the bail of JD 15.1 con earn up to 30 
dinars a day." 

"I caught a beggar with JD 4000 in her 
possession and she was wearing jewelry 
estimated at JD 13000” Mr AI Shoaybi 
says. 

“The number of beggars that we caught 
by the-end of September was 1010. The 
women who had babies with them 
numbered 110. 

However, the number of campaigns we 
carried out was 1133.” 

Mr Samara concludes by saying that: 
the law must be strengthened. “What we 
need is a full time judge who specializes 
in begging and vagabonding cases, one 
that will consult with our ministry before 
releasing any beggar. What we want is 
more time to carefully study the social sit¬ 
uation of the &e&ar..~ ■ 


First rains Prince says the peace process must continue 


Continued from page I 
victims: the white election 
banners festooning our streets 
were brutally tom down by 
the gust and left in tatters. 
Too bad for the candidates. 

In a region hungry for 
water, there must be a way of 


taking advantage of the pre¬ 
cious rain that comes our way 
by introducing a more elabo¬ 
rate water harvesting proce¬ 
dure—by directing rain water 
rather than letting it go to 
waste as is usually the case. ■ 


AMMAN (Star)—His RoyoJ 
Highness, Crown Prince Has¬ 
son. the Regent, said that His 
Majesty King Hussein’s link¬ 
ing the future of the peace pro¬ 
cess to the saving of Mr 
MishaTs life was an expres¬ 
sion of the great concern Jor¬ 
dan has for the lives of its 
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people. 

In an interview with CNN 
and Time Magazine , Prince 
Hasson said that the difficul¬ 
ties which have faced Jorda¬ 
nian-Israeli relations did not 
only came as a result of die 
attempted assassination of 
KhaJed Misha'I, but from 
other Israeli measures and 
breaking of promises made. 

Prince Hassan 'said that the' 
Israeli Prime Minister reacted, 
with “deep regret" to the assas¬ 
sination attempt. 

Answering a question about 
whether Mr Netanyahu real¬ 
ized the operation was a terri¬ 
ble mistake or he was just 
sorry it happened the Prince 
said ’There was ho doubt 
about that”. 

However the Crown Prince 
stressed that “Arab blood is as 
dear to us as Jewish blood” is 
dear to Israel. “In fact, the 
blood of ail people in this 
region should become a shared 
concern, we cannot take selec¬ 
tive positions." 

Prince Hassan said that 
MishaTs case was solved in a 
way that secured an Israeli 
commitment not to repeat such 
acts, and sent a strong message 
that Jordan “is a sovereign 


Mt 



Prince Hassan 


country and will not accept 
James Bond-like attempts on 
the streets of Amman.’’ 

“It simply cannot be 
accepted, that acts of tenor 
and violence are committed in 
the streets of the other, when 
two countries like Israel and 
Jordan” ore opposed to such 
acts of terrorism, and violence, 
the Crown Prince added. 

In a reply to a question by 
critics who argue that the 
attackers should have been 
tried in Jordan, Prince Hassan 
said “I say to them that it was 


-“a policy decision that took 
note of the realities on ground 
and the long-term interests of 
the country 

“We have signed a peace 
treaty and we say to those crit¬ 
ics that it is better to light a 
candle than to curse the dark. 
Let's use the peace treaty to 
make our views forcefully to 
Jhe_ .other side,” the Crown 
Prince added. . . * 

“The good rieWsr "said 1 - 
Prince Hassan "is that Jorda¬ 
nian prisoners in Israel have • 
been released, that our respect 
for human life..,Jiave been 
recognized and respected..." ■ 


Tokyo 
women’s ... 


Continued from page 1 

and the dancers mingle with the' 
crowd. Many seem twice as tali 
as die Japanese patrons— 
making it drat much easier for 
the women to slip money into 
their jockstraps. It's not real 
money: J.men's has a vending 
-machine where you put in a bill 
. worth -about .$8-and get- two 
vouchers worth $4 each back. 
Women slip them into die danc¬ 
ers’ loincloths. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Women groups fail 
to support Faisal 


Feel at ^ 
Home with 
Cyprus Airways 


TI 12 National i^usic Conservatory/Noor AI Hussein Foundation 

Presents 

Hannover Boys Choir 
and 

The Orchestra of 
the National Music Conservatory 
Heinz Hennig, conductor 

. Thursday, 30 October 1997-8:00p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Center - Main Theatre 

Ticket: JD 7 

In die program: German folksong as well as famous vocal pieces with music sec by Bach and Schubert. 


IF YOU RE LOOKING FOR A 
ONE STOP SOLUTION TO ALL 
YOUR DOCUMENT NEEDS, 

X MARKS THE SPOT. 


X 


Our comp rehen sive range of services enhances die Speed 
and Quality of your output from Copying , Printing, 
Plotting, Color Copying to finished bound booklets 

XEROX 

THE DOCUMENT COMPANY 


for more information p l a n — call ABAKAN OFTICE AUTOMAHON 
To 1.898804-70 12 72 Fax.888808.&ea Coflact*DatmrSerrica. 


Tickets available arts 

- AtaMa-Abda Superstore, cet £88481 

-AEssar Flowers, ceL 5527695 

- Babiche. ceL 661322 


- Caffe Mota. tel 856285 
-Safeway, net £85311 

-The Royal Cultural Center. ceL 669026 

- The National Musk Conservatory, ceL £87620 


The concert has been realized with the financial support of 
DEUTSCHER MUSnCRAT/German Music Coind 

la awperaSonwkh Goedm insdtut f £ y 


Continued from page 1 

House in 1993. is running again nin 
for the Circassian/Cbechen seat Sin 
in the Third District However, can 
Mrs Faisal's chances this time Kh; 
are critical. She received 1883 20 

votes in the 1993 elections, thci 
about four percent of the total . figi 
number of votes cast Despite are 
the finer she got the advantage aja’ 
of running under the Circas- red 
sian/Chechen. quota, only 30 woi 
percent of her constituency bee 
voted in her favor. The‘rest of inck 
the votes came from fellow figu 
feminists, in addition to Chris- cak< 
tiansand Muslims, N 

This year Mrs Faisal is being ber 
challenged by a strong pro- Fon 
establishment candidate. Mr 
Nayef AI Mola, a former gen- r. m 
eral secretary of the Ministry of VT 
Information and former head 
of the Press and Publication 
Dept., is said to enjoy . 

the support of __ 

the' Circassian/ » 

Chechen com- 
munity, some- t FU-u» • 
thing which ***vvQAfi c jjggg| 
observers I . -"EB ji g 
believe Mrs Fai- '. QY BglHsj 
sal lades at the - Mai 

moment Jw" 

Strong •' competition 
over female votes is also com- com 
mg from Communist Phrty can- Jbnd 
didate Mrs Emily Nafa’. a who 
prominent activist who is ran- the i 
ning for the Christian seat in one 
the same district. Mrs Nafa* Mas 
exploited the anger of the femi- who 
nist independent groups against depe 
Ms Faisal sihoe the latter was doit 
an opponent of a proposal to She 
allocate a women's quota in the mat 
Lower House. Ms Faisal con- JNF 
siders herself as a “female poli- the 
tician” rather than a “feminist seat 
activist”, a position that did not both 
please the majority of women othe 
activists who believe that a seat, 
women quota should be placed ' In 
high on the agenda of female also 
candidates. Mis Nafa’ supports Mrid 
the women quota. Musi 

In addition io this, both con- comj 
tenders have to deal, with a for i 
third woman candidate running seats 
for the' Third District’s Chris- ! Kina 
tian seat, Mrs Norma Shatara is petin 
another woman activist. - ooet 

In the First District, writer Tn 
Ayshah At Khawaja & compel- Saba 
ing for one of the three MusGra one 


center-right National Constitu¬ 
tional Patty (NCP), but is run¬ 
ning on an independent ticket 
Since she is the only female 
candidate in that district AI 
Khawaja has to compete with 
20 male candidates, two of 
them 3re independent Islamic 
figures while most of the rest 
are tribal figures. Mrs'Khaw- 
aja’s fortunes depend on indi¬ 
rect NCP backing, but this 
would not help very much 
because in the First District 
independent Islamists and tribal 
figures have almost divided the 
cake. 

Mrs Fatmeh Hassuneh. mem¬ 
ber of the Jordanian Nation 
Forum por Women (JNFW), is 
running in the 
i. Fourth District in 

Amman for one 
jPyX of the only two 
Muslim seats on 
/ offer. She is compet- 

mg with 14 men, most 

I of them enjoy strong tri¬ 
bal support 

In the tnbally do mi- j 
rag- fifth district 
graft the chances of 
ImEp, female candidates 
are more critical 
and confusing, 
since three women are 
competing against 36 men. Mrs - 
JFardous AI Masri, a journalist 
who does not belong to any of 
the five bigjribes, is running for 
one of the four Muslim seats. AI 
Masri is member of the JNFW, 
whose hopes of winning 
depends bn votes from indepen¬ 
dent Muslims and feminists. 
She is joined by Mrs Hiam Kali- 
mat and Mrs Lai la Faisal of the 
JNFW, both are competing for 
the single Grcassian/Chechen 
seat in the Fifth District and • 
both , also are competing with 
other four men for the same 
seat 

In other districts, women arc - 
also having a tough race. In 
Irbid. Mrs Fntimah Obeidat 
Muslim member of the JNFW is 
competing with 61 candidates 
for one of the eight* Muslim 
seats. And in Ramtha and Bani 
Klnaneh, Samiha AI Tal is com¬ 
peting with 18 candidates for 
one of the three Muslim seals. 

In the Zerqa district. Mrs 
Sabah AI Anati is contesting 
one of the; four Muslim seats 


seats. She is member of-the- along with 40.male candidates. 


5 % 
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By Marwan AI Asmar 

NCP blues on 
the eve of poll 

DOES THE resignation of 
Jamal AI Sftaer from the 
Notional Constitutional 
Party, just few days before 
the 4 November elections, 
pose a problem for the 
NCP, political pundits arc 
asking? You might be sur¬ 
prised to hear that Live 
answer could be in the neg¬ 
ative. After all. one more 
resignation doesn’t make 
much difference and party 
members resign all the 
time. No single pany in 
Jordan for instance, has run 
smoothly since its forma¬ 
tion. Whether on the right, 
left or center they all hud to 
face the pressures of resig¬ 
nations. splits and 
breakaways. 

But the problem with 
this resignation is that it 
comes at a time when the 
election campaign is in full 
swing. The extent of the 
damage of Shacr’s resigns 
don from the Higher Guid 
a nee Committee of the 
party will only be known 
once the results arc made 
public. 

But the NCP is putting 
on a brave face, still aiming 
to be the party of the 
future, having pushed aside 
resignations by top and 
middle-ranking party mem¬ 
bers. Ideologically labeled 
as right of center, today, 
the NCP is fielding 11 can¬ 
didates in Amman. Zerqa. 
Irbid, Ma'an, Tafiich. mid- 
Bedouin district and 
Aqaba. 

Further to this, party 
offidals arc saying that the 
party has a lot more candi¬ 
dates running under 
“secret" or “tribal” lists. 
Few weeks before the start 
of die campaign, party 
members were saying that 
they would be fielding a 
total number of 43 candi¬ 
dates, but now everybody 
is keeping their lips sealed. 

But again the reason for 
thisreoukf he electoral tae- - 
tics, drerinit 'up by party 
strategists designed to 
increase votes for their can¬ 
didates. This is especially 
true in areas where the tri¬ 
bal vote is dominant. 

However, the NCP. 
which has been formed last 
May out of a collection of 
medium and small size par¬ 
ties will really have to pull 
its socks up if it is to have 
an impact either on the 
forthcoming elections or in 
the aftermath. 

The resignation of Mr 
Shaer, a respected politi¬ 
cian, came in the wake of 
the departure of Akef AI 
Fayez as head of the Guid¬ 
ance Committee. He 
plainly said that his resig¬ 
nation comes about 
because of the way that the 
party conducts its business 
and the monopoly of the 
few over the many. 

Last August the puny 
experienced another tum¬ 
bledown because of resig¬ 
nations from its rank oral 
file across, the country. 
Although this is not the 
time or the place to indulge 
in recriminations, the lead¬ 
ership of the NCP musL in 
the final analysis, examine 
the direction of the party., 
and' why the constant 
stream of ’ resignations, 
which started more or less 
from the hegining anp have 
continued throughout 
No doubt that with mem¬ 
bers like Abdel Hodi AI 
Majalli and Abdel Raouf. 
AI Rawabdi. Jamal Ai 
Khrcisheh, the party’s elec¬ 
toral fortunes are well spir¬ 
ited. but it remains to he 
seen, how much of an 
impact this party wilt have 
on the political system in 
this country. ■ 


In Kerak. two women candi 
dales. Mrs Si ham Bayoidah am 
Mrs Hafeeiha Ma’uitah. join 41 
candidates for one of the sever 
Muslim scats. 

In Aqaba. Mrs Da'd A 
Tamirai. the NCP candidate 
there, is competing with nine 
candidates for the district's twt 
seats. 

And in Balqa district. Mr? 
Ajayeb Hedeires hopes to wir 
one of the two Muslim seats, 
but she has 39 male candidate? 
to think of. 

In the Ajloun District. Nawai 
At Momani is competing with 
39 candidates for one or the 
two Mutsim seats there. 

And in.the Mid-Bedouin Dis¬ 
trict, Mis Wisaf Ku'abneh, who 
was shot at only two days ago. 
is competing against 20 male 
candidates for one of the two 
Muslim scats in that closed dis¬ 
trict ■ 






















ARAB BANK GROUP 


Balance Sheet as of 30 June 1997 and 1996 


Assets 


Cash and due from banks 5,882,53! 

Government and trading 
securities 953,624 

Loans and advances, net 7,087,59S 


Long-term investments, net 1,523,818 

Fixed assets, net 108,950 

Other assets 359,591 


Total Assets 15,916,117 

Customers’ liability on guarantees, 

letters of credit and other contingencies 5,203,701 


1997 1996 

USD (’000) USD 0000) 

5,882,535 5,640,200 


953,624 1,326,583 

7,087,599 6,309,604 


1,118,545 

96,129 

350,479 


15,916,117 14,841,540 


5,919,950 


I 


Total 21,119,818 20,761,490 


Net profit for the period ended 30 June -1997 and 30 June 1996 was included in " Other Liabilities*' 

Main branches in the Arab countries 

. • / 


Branch Country (No. of branches) P.O.Box Telephone Facsimile 


Branch 

Shmeisani, Amman 
King Faisal Sl Amman 
Ramallah 
Gaza 

Manama O.B.U. 

Manama 

Cairo 

Beirut 

Doha 

Abu Dhabi 

Dubai 

Sana'a 


Jordan (85) 

West Bank (9) 
Gaza Strip (3) 
Bahrain (1) 
Bahrain (3) 
Egypt (6) 
Lebanon (10) 
Qatar (2) 
U.A.E. (8) 


950546 607231 670564 

68 638161 637082 

1487 9954822 9954824 

91 S662S8 820704 

813 212255 224475 

395 229988 210443 

2006 5746218 5746165 

11-1015 9S0430 980803 

172 437979 410774 

875 274111 272433 

11364 228845 285974 

475 276584 276583 


Branch 


Yemen (7) 4/aw -s/rcu 

Main branches In Europe, Asia and U.S.A. 

Country (No. of branches) P.O.Box Telephone Facsimile 


Nicosia 

Paris 

Athens 

Rome 

Madrid 

London 

Singapore 

Seoul 

New York 


Cyprus (4) 
France (2) 
Greece (1) 
Italy (1) 

Spain (3) 
U.K. (3) 
Singapore (1) 
S. Korea (1) 
U.S.A.(l) 


5650 457111 367741 

319 45616000 42890978 

30357 3255401 3255519 

745 69940479 6795601 

3084290 3086482 

138 3158500 6007620 

5330055 5322150 

1331 3179000 7570124 

7159700 5934632 


Sister, Subsidiary and Associated Companies 

■ Percentage of Ownership 


Liabilities and 
Shareholders’ Equity 

1997 
USD (’000) 

1996 
USD (’000) 

Customer deposits 

10,571,772 

9,716,922 

Bank deposits 

3,004,504 

3,014,576 

Other liabilities 

953,143 

868,951 

Total Liabilities 

14,529,419 

13,600,449 

Capital 

84,897 

84,897 

Statutory reserve 

78,766 

78,181 

Voluntary reserve 

218,836 

179,230 

General reserve 

738,626 

641,782 

Reserves with associated companies 

310,944 

273,823 

Retained earnings 

483 

2,031 

Total 

1,432,552 

1,259,944 

Translation adjustments 

(45,854) 

(18,853) 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 

1,386,698 

1,241,091 

Total Liabilities and 



Shareholders’ Equity 

15,916,117 

14,841,540 

Guarantees, letters of credit and other 



contingencies 

5,203,701 

5,919,950 

Total 

21,119,818 

20,761,490 


JOD I = USD 1.41 on 30/06/1997 
JOD 1 = USD 1.41 on 30/06/1996 


Income Statement for the period 
ended 30 June 1997 and 1996 


1997 


1996 


USD (’000) USD (’000) 


- - 

Net interest and commission 


230,997 

218,154 

Plus: Foreign exchange trading 


14,841 

12,201 

Other income 


16,803 

13,426 



262,641 

243,781 

Less: General and administrative expenses 

127,470 

120,875 

Net income before tax 


135,171 

122,906 

Income tax 


26,606 

27,340 

Net income 


108,565 

95,566 

( Sister, Subsidiary and associated companies } 


Country 

P.O.Box Telephone 

Facsimile 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. 

Zurich 

S28? 26571}J 

2657330 


Geneva 

1096 7151211 

7322460 

Arab Bank Australia Ltd. 

Sydney 

N-645 93778900 

92215428 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Vienna 

100 5134240 

51342409 

Arab Bank AG 

Frankfurt 

100127 242590 

235471 


Finance. Accountancy. 
Mohassaba S.A. 

Arab Tunisian Bank 
Oman Arab Bank S.A.O. 
Arab Bank Maroc 
Arab National Bank 
Arabia Insurance Co. 


Geneva 

Tunis 

Ruwi 

Casablanca 

Riyadh 

Beirut 


Arab Palestinian Investment Bank Ramallah 


------ Mohassaba S.A. Geneva 

(Switzerland) Ltd. - Zurich, Geneva 100% Arab Tunisian Bank Tunis 

Arab Bank ( r t( j _ Sydney 100% Oman Arab Bank S.A.O. Ruwi 

Arab Bi A„etria) AG - Vienna 100% Arab Bank Maroc Casablanca 

An* AG - Frankfurt / Germany : 100% Arab National Bank Riyadh 

Arab B » ountanc y j Mohassaba S.A. - Geneva 100% Arabia Insurance Co. Beirut i 

International Arab Bank-Amman 100% Arab Palestinian Investment Bank Ramallah 

Daip<ffir^an Investment Bank - Ramallah 55% f Representative offices Beijing (Peking) China 

49% Shanghai ■ China 

Oman Arab Bank^Oman^.^^ 40% l. Santiago Chile 

Arab N f on lS 0 Lebanon 37% - 

Co m nSrci^«^f^_- 

—-- ~ ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, P.O.BOX 950544-5. 

TELEPHONE: 607115,607231, TELEX : 23091ARABNK JO, FAX: (962) (6) 606793 


1506 

520 

2010 

13810 

56921 

11-2172 

1268 


9083000 7387229 
349736 349278 


706265 

223152 


797736 

200233 


4029000 4027747 
363610 365139 
9987126 9987125 


f Representative offices Beijing ( Peking ) 

China 

Tel. 65182858 

Fax 65182358 ^ 

Shanghai ■ 

China 

Tel. 65077737 

Fax 65072776 

t Santiago 

Chile 

Tel. 2342608 

Fax 2344745 J 


Visit our website on the Internet at http://www.arabbank.com 
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(Afevvs Horn. Noun Korea's "Dear Leader’ Kim Jong III. 55. assumes mat ataivng country’s top leadership 
posihon. which had been vacant three years amce lne death of hg father, the "Great leader" Ken Jl Sung) 


Our Say 


Dangerous prospects ahead 


US SPECIAL envoy to the Middle East. Mr Dennis Ross, speaks of encouraging 
signs after arranging meetings between Palestinian and Israeli officials this week. 
But no sooner had he made his statements to the press, officials from both sides, 
gave a gloomy picture of how things really are in the stalled negotiations. 

~ The grim face of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat during his meeting with 
Israel's Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordachai two days ago, revealed much of the 
despair and frustration that is now the main feature of the peace process. 

There is evidently a widening gap between the two parties, made even wider by 
the intransigent attitude of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The on¬ 
going deadlock continues because the Israeli premier has no intention of honoring 
the accords signed with the Palestinians. His feeble excuses have even embar¬ 
rassed members of his cabinet such as Foreign Minister David Levy. 

The Americans, as sponsors of the peace process, know that with Netanyahu in 
charge, the peace process will not be going anywhere, in fact as Palestinian frus¬ 
tration mounts and inaction worsens conditions in the West Bank and Gaza, the 
only result that we can expect is a total collapse of the peace process. 

With LIS attempts to bring Arafat and Netanyahu together looking remote, we 
are assured everyday that the Israeli leadership has lost the political will to nego¬ 
tiate in good faith and honor the principles of the accords that were signed. 

Netanyahu’s policies of fattening and building settlements and ignoring Pales¬ 
tinian demands under the accords prove beyond doubt that we have reached the 
end of the peace process under the present Israeli government. 

This growing reality leaves us with the nauseating feeling that we are about to 
witness a steady deterioration in regional stability in the coming weeks and 
months. The United States, it seems, has lost interest in salvaging the process and 
is unwilling to extract any “concessions” from Israel at this stage. 

The alternatives for the Palestinians are indeed becoming stark everyday. With 
the release of Sheikh Ahmad Yassin and his return to Gaza, the rise of Hamas as 
a substitute to Arafat's weakening authority can only be attributed to Netanyahu’s 
deliberate policies of embarrassing the Palestinian National Authority. With this 
in mind, we can entertain the Israeli prospect of pre-emptying the legitimacy of 
the PNA and its structure so as to create a dangerous void inside the Palestinian 
territories. 

That is a calculated risk, but the odds are not so good even for the Israelis. If 
they lose Arafat as their negotiating partner, they would also succumb to a more 
radical successor, whether Hamas or some other embryonic movement that could 
emerge. 

Playing one side against the other, as Netanyahu is doing now. is a dangerous 
game for all involved including the Israelis. The US must move beyond the cur¬ 
rent stalemate and take steps to preserve what has been achieved so far. US apa¬ 
thy will only lead to things getting out of hand in the short run. When this hap¬ 
pens it will be impossible, and too late, to contain the damage.E 
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South African President, Nelson Mandela is received in Cairo by Egyptian President Hu- [ 
sni Mubarak Monday. Later on he travelled to Libya, a move which angered the United \ 
States. Mr Mendala says he has a moral obligation to travel to Libya because of the sup- j 
port that it give to the African National Congress during its fight to dismantle the apart- \ 
heid regime in his country. Mr Mandela has also called for an end to the UN-imposed j 
sanctions on Libya. \ 
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JORDAN IS in election mode 
in preparation for the 4 N»»\cm- 
hcr poll tliut will decide the 
injkc-up til the 13ih Parlia¬ 
ment. Bui unlike the elections 
of PW) and I l M3. campaigning 
among the MX> plus candidates 
vying fur a place in the ND-seat 
Lmver Hmise is low key and 
voters are yet to slnv.i sign* of 
real involvement. 

Aside Inun (he ubiquitous 
banners festooning the streets 
of every city, town and hamlet, 
this is very much j one-sided 
elections. The controversial is. 
sue in these elections is the pro¬ 
cess itself. With the main¬ 
stream Islamist party and other 
opposition parties and promi¬ 
nent figures adhering to their 
boycott decision, it is still un¬ 
clear how voters will he re¬ 
sponding on 4 November. 

And this is a timid campaign 
as well. It is a far cry I rum the 
fiery slogans of the previous 
campaigns which focused on 
peace with Israel, the liberation 
of Palestine and the Islamic 
panacea to national woes. In¬ 
stead. the candidates arc avoid¬ 
ing sensitise issues and talking 
in general terms about national 
unity, job security, education 
and medical insurance among 
others. They arc being de¬ 
scribed as municipal rather than 
national elections, it's a lack¬ 
luster campaign tend an jpailtct- 



By Nicholas Goldberg 


GAZA CITY. Gaza Strip— 
Greeting supporters in a dusty 
hall Held near his home. Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin is gnarled bui 
beatific, his eyebrows bush). his 
expression placid, his hanJs 
limp in his lap. 

Perched clumsily in his 
wheelchair, his head covered 
with a white veil representing 
purity, he couldn't seem more 
harmless. Few things look less 
dangerous than a crippled old 
man with a calm smile, a re¬ 
spectful manner and a leaky eye 
that needs to he wiped even 
few minures. 

"He's a saint.” says a boy 
who has been waiting several 
hours to meet him. 

But there is another side to 
Yassin as well: He is the 
founder and spiritual leader of 
Hamtis. which the United Suites 
last week again declared one of 
the world's most dangerous ter¬ 
rorist organizations. 

Although he describes him¬ 
self as a Palestinian who "just 
wants his house back." and al¬ 
though his withered hands clear¬ 
ly can’t build bombs, the ailing. 
61-year-old sheikh is responsi¬ 
ble. as surely as if he'd done it 
himself, for ihc deaths of hun¬ 
dreds of civilians caught in his 
balile lo remove Israel from Pal¬ 
estinian land. 

"Only when ihc occupation is 
over will we have achieved uui 
goal of liberating l he home¬ 
land." he said in an interview 
last week. "Until then, the 
armed attacks will continue." 

The sheikh was released from 
an Israeli prison suddenly two 
weeks ago after serving eight 
years of a life sentence for or¬ 
dering the murder of Israelis. 
His surprise release—intended 
to make amends lor a bungled 
effort by die Mossad secret ser¬ 
vice lo assassinate another top 
Hamas leader a week earlier— 
has given a tremendous popular 
hoosi lo Hamas, by all accounts. 

But just who Yassin is is a 
question that is perplexing the 
region. It remains unclear 
whether he is a moderate leader 
who will help bring his militant 
Islamic movement into the 
mainstream or an unreconstruct¬ 
ed radical whose comm it mem to 
violence is unwavering. Put an¬ 
other way. the question is 
whether Hamas, which has 
churned responsibility tor must 
of ihc terror bombings of ihc 
past two years, can be crushed 
or en-oplcd. or whether il will 
remain a bloody obstacle it' 
peace. 

Although much of the West 

views Hamas as an organization 

on the fringe of society, here in 
Gaza, another vision prevails. 
Here. Hamas is an integral part 
of the community, adhering lo 
the Islamic values that many 
Palestinians share and providing 
it broad array of social services 
for the overcrowded refugee 
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elections 


ic public is nut taking these slo¬ 
gans seriously. Many of ihe 
candidates are (uikumvn ru the 
public, probably encouraged In 
uy their luck since the more 
powerful candidates arc stay¬ 
ing home. 

Democracy and public liber¬ 
ties were ihe main issues back 
in I'W. peace with Israel and 
lighting iiiimialf/alton with the 
Jewish Male underlined ihe 
l‘iu.' poll, when legalized pu- 
liiical parties first entered the 
fray. This year ihe issues are as 
v ague as ihc candidates. But 
one ilnng jci-. these elections 
Inun iheir predecessors: ihe tri¬ 
bal element which now dun li- 

n.ilcs the candidates. 

file tubal influence was al¬ 
ways die re. Inn ii was sup¬ 
pressed by ilie elections’ law 
dial gave voters more than one 
vole according !<■ their constit¬ 
uencies. That law was changed 
unilaterally by the government 
just before the elections. 
\s unpopular as ii was among 
the |»>(iiLai panics, ihc single 
vole system was ii up Ic merited 
in the previous elections. The 
Islamists and small political 
panics believed they were ihe 
main luigel of ihc single vme 
system, charging that ii nur¬ 
tured tribalism in a .society tliut 
was claiming to he democratic 
anil civil. Their protesters 
coiiM not prevent the former 
Lower House from approving 
the single vote system, just as 
Ilicv f.iiied to derail the Jmdun- 
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Israel peace treaty law. 

A series of unpopular deci¬ 
sions by the previous govern¬ 
ment. especially the lifting of 
bread subsidies, and by the cur¬ 
rent government, such as the 
new press law. have added to 
the opposition's suspicions that 
democratic reforms and gains 
were being reversed. This led 
to the Islamists' decision to 
boycott the 4 November elec¬ 
tions. They were soon joined 
by other opposition parties and 
independent Jordanian figures 
that included former prime 
ministers and senior govern¬ 
ment officials. 

But the government was not 
ahout to change its course and 
went ahead with preparations 
for the elections, which now 
seem to decide the Fate of the 


democratic process in the King¬ 
dom. 

The hoycott decision has 
created rifts among the Isla¬ 
mists mainstream: the Muslim 
Brotherhood and its political 
arm the Islamic Action From. 
Once the largest opposition 
bloc under the dome, the com¬ 
ing Lower House will have no 
IAF members although some 
leading Islamists have broken 
ranks with their movement and 
are contesting ihe election as 
independents. 

Whatever the shape and col¬ 
or of the next. Jordanian Parlia¬ 
ment, Jordanian democracy and 
political pluralism will never be 
the same. The democratic tran¬ 
sition is at a crossroads and a 
thriving experiment may have 
reached the limits. ■ 
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camps. And in recent months. ;ls 
the peace process has stagnated 
and the (vcupuliou of the West 
Bank and Gaza has continued. 
Yassin anil his supporter, lime 
gained new standing as the only 
Palestinians actively light jug Is¬ 
rael. 

"Among Palestinians. | don't 
jhiiik you'll liml many people 
who consider I lamas their ene¬ 
my." said Khalil Shikaki. a poll- 
stcr with the Center lor Palestin¬ 
ian Rest-arch and Studies. 

Tlie Hamas dial Yassin came 
home to is a small bui polcnl or- 
gani/ation Vehemently op¬ 
posed to ihc Oslo. Norway, 
peace process, ii commands the 
hard-core support ol K> percent 
to Mi ivrcciit of the population, 
according u» intelligence esti¬ 
mates. It raises, a top Israeli se¬ 
curity source said, between $30 
million and Vili million a 
year—from ihe Iranian govern¬ 
ment. from wealthy donors in 
.SulliJi Arabia and the Arabian 
Gulf states, and from money 
col levied at mosques in the 
United Slates. Canada and Eu¬ 
rope. 

Q( those millions, about 70 
percent is spent not on hombs or 
guns, hut tut social services. Ha- 
nias health clinics olTer low-cost 
medical services for children— 
better, by most accounts, than 
what the Palestinian National 
Authority offers. Hamas runs 
spoils clubs and orphanages. 
iHispitals and Koran schools 
across the West Bank and Gaza. 

"Hamas is much more than 


just a terrorist group." said Kar- 
mi Gil Ion. former director of the 
Shin Bcl. Israel's internal secur¬ 
ity service. "People need kinder¬ 
gartens Jnd clinics and other 
services and the Palestinian Au¬ 
thority has not been very good 
at providing (hem. Hamas has 
gotten inside this vacuum." In 
tlie Gaza neighborhood where 
Yassin lives. Hamas mns a kin¬ 
dergarten that looks at first like 
any oiher: it is small hut clean, 
with stuffed animals and toys on 
the shelves and art projects on 
the walls. On closer examina¬ 
tion. however, its peculiarities 
become evident. A sign on the 
wall reads. "Jihad fholy war} Is 
Our Way." On a piece of col¬ 
ored paper, the photographs of 
all the school's 4- and 5-ycar- 
ntds have been pasted up. and 
above them have been written 
lltc words. "Dying For the Sake 
of God is Our Highest Goal." 

While Hamas' public pres¬ 
ence is often evident in the Oc¬ 
cupied Territories, its military 
wing remains well hidden. The 
l/zcdinc AI Quss-.tm hriyadcs. 
which have taken credit for the 
bulk of (he suicide attacks in Is¬ 
rael during tlie last four years, 
operate underground, in refugee 
camp hideaways, through infor¬ 
mation drops, disguised messen¬ 
gers and coded Internet messag¬ 
es. 

When he’s done talking to re¬ 
porters. it is time for Sheikh 
Yassin to pray. Slowly, four 
men cotnc forward and wash his 
beard and his limp hands. They 
pull off his low boots and wash 


his feet. He submits with the 
same serenity he has shown all 
day. 

Then, they cany his wheel¬ 
chair down from the stage and 
bring him into the nulling mass¬ 
es. where he prays with the resL 
His willingness to be part, of the 
crowd is part of what has won 
him—and Hamas —the loyalty 
of the people. 

It was only a decade ago that 
Yassin founded Hamas, at the 
start of the “intifada," the popu¬ 
lar uprising against Israel. He 
had long been a leader of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, but decid¬ 
ed it was time lo create an Is¬ 
lamic organization to take ac¬ 
tion against Israel and challenge 
the secular Palestine Liberation 
Organization under Yasser Ara¬ 
fat. The name "Hamas," which 
means “zeal” in Arabic, is an 
acronym for “Islamic Resis¬ 
tance Movement." 

Ironically. Hamas received a 
measure of Israeli support and 
covert financial aid in its early 
days. 

“Israel turned a blind eye to 
Hamas, because they hoped tliai 
if it grew in social influence, it 
would pose a challenge to Lhe 
secularists in the PLO." said 
Ziad Abu-Amr. author of a 
hook on Islamic fundamental¬ 
ism in the Occupied Territories. 
"They came to regret that later." 

By lhe end of the intirada. 
Hamas had emerged as one of 
the most radical movements 
around. Quickly, its leadership 
was jailed and scattered. Yassin 
was arrested in 1987—for kill¬ 
ing Israelis and illegal weapons 
possession—and remained in 
J.sracJi prisons until lust month. 

Other leaders have scattered, 
such as I mud El Alami. ;i top 
Hamas leader from a prominent 
Jerusalem family who is now in 
Damascus. Syria; Musa Ahu- 
Marzook. who was in the Unit¬ 
ed Suites until being deported 
earlier this yean and Khnied 
Misha'I. who heads the political 
bureau from Amman. 

The political leaders of Ha¬ 
mas insist they have no connec¬ 
tion with the military wing. Al¬ 
though they applaud the 
homhings, they say they do not 
give the orders. Bui Israel secur¬ 
ity sources say they arc lying. 

Yassin s return to Gaza poses 
difficulties for Arafat. On the 
one hand. Arafat is under tre¬ 
mendous pressure from Israel 
and the United States tn crack 
down on Hamas and lo arrest its 
activists, Ai lhe same lime he is 
keenly aware of how popular 
Humus is. and is loath to crush 
it at the behest of his old enemy 
Israel. 

We arc against violence and 
crime, hut we're not against Ha¬ 
mas as a political movement." 
said Nasser Yousser. Arafat's se¬ 
curity chief. “As □ political 
movement, they arc our sons." M 


LA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Service 
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THE RECENT Eai- 
Summii in New YoHctfS-. 
cussed. many issues ■retei,. 
vaht^lo the -current c£tpuir£ 
stances of our 
made projections 
future, and the precanpt»'-| 
outlook that awaits 
manity. There Were ffliwjy 
subjects, some seemir^ly^ 
esoteric in nature* whtie.5 
others requiring gloFallop 
lutions that jwlariaxL.if^;? 
delegates into oppOSife.- 
stands, and making propp- ; 
sals unworkable . 1 

But apart from the'd^: 
minishing Ozone 
threatening everyont 'iaBffv 
if I dare say, is still aairi-J*: 
comprehensible topic- 
the majority, ilie waler^n^i? 
uation in the workt- feasj. 
sent alarm bells nngmgf 
This is especially;- wbea-j; 
one considers that experts*? 
has it thol. mainly 4 
world countries VW T*'? 
suffering from ; wajetj 
shortages—countries, with 7 
shared river-beds. - tarkfV* 
common river . frontrers.^ 
will be heading for guarr^ 
anlccd conflicr: ove r.watea£; 
resources within the neM > 
30 years. ' ■ v 

Again, the wretched : .tif\ 
the earth, who ' .wfiir'3 
spared the calamities 
the 20 th century, nfothef-' 
nature, seem to insist on 53 
catching up with its.unpc-. ,^ 
counted horseman of thej- 
apocalypse: Thiret. Timfr C 
is evidently running' qiit^f 
and dealing with the W3tefc£; 
crisis on on international ^ 
level is becoming an atari-:} 
lu te ncccssi lv. ...(Q, 

One turns to the conijro - 
ued warnings of HRH/* 
Crown Prince Havsan. .rv-j 
gording this lurking posSi-f} 
hlc disaster of water short-->. 
age. and iLx defin/te 7 - 
cnnscqucnces for war. aihd’V 
destruction. As sfateKmaa,',' 
the Crown Prince's sup^.y. 
port -to the pronoancfcrvS 
ments and warnings of the'. 
international scientific-, 
community, must add po-; 
iitical clout to the theo- * 
rists, and bring about all 
concerned parties, mainly 
in our area, to discuss 
openly (he impending ' 
danger that threatens our 
mutual intcresL in the • 
most practicable manner. 

This delicate and im-; 
portant subject, which no - 
one can sweep under the ;; 
carpet, anymore, cannot ~ 
be approached in a zero- ! 
sum manner, for the result -, 
will he u big zero for alt * 
of us in the end. Even forT 
thnse parties who stilL - 
think that wars hring}: 
about winners and kisersfc 
and who arc still to expe- . 
rience il yet. there are no '■ 
winners in war. 

There is no other naiu- 
ral source that can replace, 
water, and a thirsty person 
does not resemble the one *- 
without fuel nil. So, irw f 
stead of having the world" 
powers busy, trying to • 
fend the dangers lo the oil 
fields, and worry about 
the security of oil outflow, *, 
it is time to attract their at -" 7 
tenuon lo the possihle fu-" 
lure conflagration as a re¬ 
sult of thirst, which will /• 
engulf their interests, as * 
well as nur physical cxis- 
lencc. surpassing in bru-.} 
tality anything that can he 
anticipated by the guardi¬ 
ans of energy. If there is v 
no iroe international will ; 
to incorporate water rc-. 
sources as part of interna- •' 
tinnui human sccurity.- 
then we have tn move fast. • 
on our regional level, and 
start drawing implements-}: : 
lion plans that can be beh-‘,” 5 
eticial to all of us. •}. 

Obviously, the obsia-/ 
clcs arc still there, and wo . 
cannot pretend that it Will 
be easy, hut what Is cer- .. ] 
tain is ibaL our current*. , * 
mode of thinking on a re-G . 
gional level stuck to .(he/ 4- f 
nofions of security. hor-G , 
ders. and being, is poi ’ 
suitable for what we will* 
be facing individually at>' t 
the beginning of the next .' * 
century. No scoundrel^, 
then, will he able to huJe , j 
behind patriotism, nor be^ - 
hind a flag. For survival fs 
a joint effort that require^ 
all our collective efforts, 
and goodwill. Otherwise. : 
all what wc can look for-;; ^ 
ward to is more death and 
destruction, that would fit } 
us truly into the neo^ *: * 
Malthusian formula.. joL, u 
surplus nations. We most: - 
elevate ourselves beyond ■ } 
the mundane and obvious, 
and start developing a yir 
sion for our future, cxis-}. 
tencc. ■ . 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


Vote for my husband, 
he's for women’s lib! 




Ka'abneh 


Elections’ shot 

■ Pernak candidate for the Mid-Bedouin constituency, 
wisat Ka abneh. was shot at and her driver was injured in 
what appeared to be a 

deliberate attempt on 
her life. The incident 
took place in the town 
of Jizah south of 
Amman. Mrs Ka’abneh. 
who is a lawyer, is the 
only female candidate 
standing for the Mid- 
Bedouin constituency 
among the 20 male can¬ 
didates. While 

Ka'abneh wouldn't 
point Tingers she says 
the conservative tribal 
community doesn’t 
want her to stand for 
elections, but said she 
is determined, come 
what may. The constit¬ 
uency has several clans from the Bani Sakher tribe. The 
two assailants have been caught by the police. 

More honor killings 

■ A total of 19 women were killed this year alone in the 
name of honor. By the end of ‘97, the number is likely to 
increase even further. Honor killings—the shooting or 
knifing of women by their next of kin or relatives because 
of alleged adultery—is not a peculiarly Jordanian phe¬ 
nomena. yet the number of victims seems to rise every 
year. It would be a wild understatement to say that honor 
killings have got to slop, of course they have to. But the 
only way this can he done is to Lighten the law. so that 
those who take the law into their own hands kHow that 
they will pay dearly. 

Christian teachings 

■ The government had long said it's going to do it. Now 
it is on the threshold. Christianity as a subject will be 
taught in public schools throughout the country as of next 
month. Officials at the Ministry of Education say that ini¬ 
tially this will be an experimental step, introduced in pub¬ 
lic schools where a good percentage of pupils belong to 
the Christian faith. The teaching is to take place every 
Thursday when schools are off. 

Party politics 

■ It seems that political parties are not going to get away 
with it at lasL Interior Minister Nathir Rashid is already 
preparing a new law for political parties which the gov¬ 
ernment will present to the 13lh Parliament. The minister 
says that the new law, which is still under study, seeks to 
lighLen the loopholes in the old law. The articles that 
relate lo Ihe minimum number of people who may form a 
party, and finance have proved very contentious in the 
past’and are likely to be changed. 

AIDS on the increase 

■ The numbers of people with the AIDS virus has 
increased by 12 cases to 164 in this country. Sources at 
the Health Ministry say that the figure has been steadily 
going down as 42 victims have died since the AIDS prob¬ 
lem was discovered in Jordan in 1986. There are 105 car¬ 
riers of the AIDS virus in Jordan. 

Jordan-fsrael relations 

■ News reports from Israel are suggesting that rela¬ 
tions between Jordan and Israel could be on the mend 

' - Relations were strained after the bungled Mos- 
operation on 
Misha'l last 
Jordan’s 


again 
sad 

Khalid 

month. - - • - , 

ambassador to Israel. 

Mr Omar Al Rifai. met 
with the Director- 
General in the Israeli 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Eitan Bentsur 
j 3S i week. According 
to the Jerusalem Post. 

Mr Rifai sa * (J " e 

received numerous 
expressions of support 
from rank and rile 
Israelis who expressed 
admiration lor his 
M ajesty King Hussein . 

and the people of Al Rifai 
Jordan. Also last week 
the newspaper repor_ hosted Jordanian military 

A eroup of Jordanian commanders had spent 
officers. A gr P , weck discussing ‘topics ot 

,W0 .Interest and the continuation of military cooper- 
mutual interest . and Jordanian armies, an 

alion between the Israeli ma molher |evel , , sraeli 

, srac |i thc homes of two Jordanian 

extremists surrouTO Td Aviv for fouf hours, 

Emhx«y protesters threw stones m the wm- 

Sources j"anti-Jordanian slogans. Foreign Min- 

Jows and shouied n . l0 playdown the inci- 

Faye? Ai “I Amhassador Rifai submitted a 



jncil is " r * , . , 

ist er Faye? Amb3SSad0 r Rifat submitted a 

deni saying the lo the concerned Israeli 

complai" 1 ot me 

authorities. 

Iraqis in j s are living in Jordan, accord- 

■ More than census. According to Ihe Iraqi 

jnc to Iritd * * atcSI i« 764 registered in the latest count. 
Embassy in suggest that the figure 

JSfSS®--,00-000. 

"An ies calledasinmung^P, Abu sharif was , a[er 

Ihe "omins rfjg* u£n the direct instmenons of the 

\eSSS S»X~*-_ --- 


Hamas' political boss, Khalid Misha'l 

Our path is clear, 
armed resistance until 
occupation is ousted 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Hamas’s 
political leader Khalid 
Misha’l says that his organi¬ 
zation will maintain its con¬ 
frontation stance towards 
Israel as long as its occupa¬ 
tion of Palestinian territories 
continues. In the wake of the 
botched attempt on his life by 
Mossad agents in Amman 
late September, be remains 
unrepentant saying tha t 
Israel must quit its occupa¬ 
tion or else remain under 
threat from Hamas. Misha’l, 
born in Siiwad near Ramal- 
lah in 1956 and the father of 
eight, was one of the founders 
of the organization in 1987. 
In 1967 he left for Kuwait 
and latter on obtained a 
degree in Physics from 
Kuwait University. During 
this time, he continued to 
espouse the Islamic trend in 
Palestinian politics. After the 
last Gulf War, he came back 
to Jordan, and in 1996 
headed Hamas’s top political 
job that of a politburo chief. 
He talked to The Suit’s Raed 
Al Abed. Excerpts follow: 

After the incident, where 
does Hamas place itself in the 
equation of the Middle East 
political process? 

Hamas is not pan of the set¬ 
tlement map. We believe in 
resistance as the only choice to 
regain our people’s rights and 
to force the Zionist enemy to 
surrender, particularly in the 
light of the failure of all peace 
agreements and efforts to help 
our people to achieve their 
legitimate rights or in forcing 
the occupation to submit to 
these rights. Hamas constitutes 
an effective power center in the 
Palestinian formula, participat¬ 
ing in drawing the present and 
the future of the Palestinian 
cause. 

We believe that Hamas is in 
a more powerful position to 
impose change in the Zionists' 
stand, more so than political 
and diplomatic efforts, because 
the Zionist mentality does not 
submit to diplomacy but to the 
logic of force. 

Some analysts argue that 
whether Hamas likes it or 
not, it is already part of the 
Middle East political process, 
adding that Hainan must 
invest in the failed Mossad 
attempt and the world’s criti¬ 
cism of Israel. How do you 
respond? 

Any movement that respects 
itself and trusts its strength 
makes it impossible for any¬ 
body to dominate its decision. 
No party in the world can affect 
our resistance. If the experience 
of the PLO gives the impres¬ 
sion that pressure forces parties 
to submit or change, this does 
not apply to Hamas. 

Hamas is a comprehensive 
movement, it’s involved in 
social, cultural and political 
work, but with the continued 
occupation of our land—armed 
resistance has become the only 
choice to force the enemy oul 
The military option goes 
together with political and 
other activities. For (hose Arab 
or international parties who 
want Hamas to change and 
become only involved in politi¬ 
cal negotiations. I would ask 
these parties if they can hring 
back Palestinian rights? Could 
America. Europe and the inter¬ 
national community liberate 
our people and build our inde¬ 
pendent state, and help the five 
million Palestinians to return to 
their homeland? 

The past years proved that 
neither the US nor the world 
community can do anything for 
our cause. On the contrary, the 
US is hacking the occupation 
against the innocem Palestin¬ 
ians. We love peace and justice 
but not at the expense of our 
legitimate rights. 

Our path is clear armed 
resistance until (he occupation 
is ousted. No one in Lhe world 
can change this strategy. The 
coming days will prove that 
Hamas remains steadfast on its 
path. 

Taking into consideration 
Hamas’s good relations with 
Jordan and its policy to avoid 
intei>PaIesthnan fighting. 
Don’t yo\i find yourselves in 
an awkward position? 

I do not think it is unnatural, 
or that our presence in Jordan is 
rejected, because our battle is 
only against the occupation. 
Accordingly, the political dif¬ 
ferences between Hamas and 
the Arab ponies involved in the 
peace process do not mean a 
conflict with them. Our pres¬ 
ence is welcomed because it 
does not generate any burden, 
on Ihe contrary, some decision 
makers in the region, consider 
Hamas as the hope and the 
■'cushion" of the Arab nation 
against Zionist stubbornness. 



Misha'l 

Analysts say that the rea¬ 
son why the Jordanian gov¬ 
ernment allows Hamas lo 
maintain a presence in this 
country is to do with political 
factors. Hamas is the Jorda¬ 
nian influence in Palestine to 
face the PLO’s Fatah- 
dominated influence in Jor¬ 
dan. How far do your rela¬ 
tions with Jordan satisfy this 
equation? 

Hamas is not a tool in the 
hands of anybody, ii does not 
ally itself with one Arab party 
against the other, not even 
against the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity. The Hamas movement has 
always put the interests of the 
Palestinian people on top of its 
agenda. However, Hamas 
enjoys good political relations 
with Jordan and other Arah and 
Islamic states, but these rela¬ 
tions are balanced. 

We. in Hamas, do not cause 
problems to anyone, our pres¬ 
ence is not a burden. There is 
no contradiction in interests 
between Arahs and Muslims. I 
believe ihai talking about con¬ 
tradictions a mom: us serves the 


program of thc Zionists. We 
differ politically with thc Pales¬ 
tinian Authority, we also differ 
with j number of Arab coun¬ 
tries regarding the peace scnle- 
mem. but ii does noi mean ihai 
our interests are different. 

Hamas is not aiming to com¬ 
pete u irh any puny. «c don't 
seek to bypass any party, our 
battle is against the Zionist 
occupation. 

But there are political con¬ 
tradictions between Hamas 
on the one hand and Jordan 
and the Palestinian Authority 
on the other. How are you 
r dealing with this situation? 

*• J We do not deny that there 
arc clear diversions in political 
stands, ue arc against Osin, wc 
arc against any compromise 
with the enemy*, hut this does 
not mean a contradict inn in the 
interests of the Unmitt. Wc 
believe ihai the interests of our 
people and our nation arc one. 

We have succeeded in 
strengthening relations with thc 
Arab and Islamic Mates, 
because l lamas dues not inter¬ 


fere in the internal affairs of 
any country. Hamas does not 
form a threat to the security of 
Jordan or any other country, 
because the security and stabil¬ 
ity of Jordan and any of the 
Arab countries is our security 
and our stability. This credibil¬ 
ity of Hamas gave the move¬ 
ment ail the respect and trust of 
the Arab countries. 

What about the step-by- 
step liberation of Palestine 
approach, which Hamas has 
adopted? How are you going 
to satisfy this strategy? 

Hamas believes it is logical 
to achieve the liberation of Pal¬ 
estine in a step-by-step process 
which goes in line with observ¬ 
ing the international balance of 
power in every stage. But this 
docs not mean abandoning any 
inch of Palestine. 

How does this piecemeal 
approach differ from the 
Oslo agreements? Don’t you 
think that Oslo serves as a 
step towards liberation? 

No. It does noL What is 
being done by the PLO is 
accepting a very limited part of 
Palestine and surrendering the 
rest of our rights. On top of 
that, the PLO gave legitimacy 
to the Zionist entity—this we 
believe was a compromise, tak¬ 
ing a small part and surrender¬ 
ing ail. Hamas believes that lib¬ 
erating a part is a step towards 
loin! liberation. 

Some describe Hamas as 
(he Middle East model of the 
Irish Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the Irish Republican 
Army. Do you agree? 

Yes. Wc learn from the 
experiences of other nations. 
As a result of the enormous 
pressure wc faced. Hamas has 
completely separated its politi¬ 
cal wing from the military one. 
Thc political wing has no rela¬ 
tion with the military activities, 
although we are proud of the 
resistance activities inside 
Palestine. 

But whut are the basis on 
which your military wing 
operates, since you do not 
control it? 

There is a strategy which has 
drawn the political and military 
policies, this strategy is 
adopted by ihe movement, 
which all Hamas members are 
obliged to follow. ■ 




Edited by Raed Al Abed 


A message to the Palestinian people 

<£i Dr Haidar Abdel Shall is a prominent Palestinian politi¬ 
cian who headed the Palestinian delegation to the Madrid 
Peace Conference in October 1991. He proved to be a tough 
defender of Palestinian rights during negotiations with the 
Israelis. as he lived thc suf¬ 

fering of his people, since 
the old physician was a 
communist activist in the 
Gaza Strip. 

However, and ail of a 
sudden Abdel Shaft and his 
strong team that included 
Faisal Al Hussieni and 
Honan Ashrawi were 
ousted. Another team 

secretly finished negotiating 
the peace agreement with 
Israel in Oslo, the Norwe¬ 
gian capital. 

Abdel Shafi became a 
critical opponent of Oslo I 
and II accords, saying that 
they had failed to provide 
for the acceptable minimum Abdel Shafi 
to guarantee Palestinian 

rights. The man was fighting for the maximum, he was fully 
armed with the spirit of the Palestinian national uprising, but 
the Oslo agreements let him down badly. 

However, he refused to leave the ground for the Oslo team. 
Abdel Shafi participated in the legislative elections held early 
1995. and won a seat in the Palestinian Legislative Council 
under a reform program. He strongly fought for improving 
the conditions of negotiations with Israel and worked hard 
against marginalizing the legislative council by the executive 
branch of the Palestinian National Authority, and strongly 
supported the separation of power. But. he failed. 

Abdel Shall had no other choice but to resign from thc leg¬ 
islative Council recently. In his resignation statement pub¬ 
lished by At Quds Arabic daily in Jerusalem, Abdel Shaft 
said the Executive ranted its back on the need for “constitu¬ 
tional cooperation and coordination," with the council. He 
added that the PNA defied the Council's initiative to adopt a 
law to organize relations between the different institutions of 
the Palestine National Authority (PNA). He said that such a 
law is evidence of the unconstitutional practices of the Exec¬ 
utive branch which ignores the decisions and recommenda¬ 
tions of the Council, which had negatively affected the per¬ 
formance of the council's members. 

He added that the most important priority of our people is 
guaranteeing their basic needs, and to uproot corruption and 
nepotism. In addition he added thc people want law and 
human rights lo be respected, and that means working for 
democracy. 

In his statement. Abdel Shaft criticized the Palestinian 
leadership becuasc it insisted on continuing negotiations 
despite the non-stop Israeli violations to (he substantial issues 
of the peace process. 

He maintained that despite the fact that it is Israeli prac¬ 
tices which are the reasons behind the credibility loss in the 
peace process, Israel continues lo accuse the Islamists of 
being the reason for stopping negotiations, adding that Israel 
continues to pressure the PNA lo exert more repression 
against Islamists. He added that despite my dissatisfaction 
with the suicide operations. “I do not find any reason or an 
excuse for the PNA io close down social institutions which 
serve people, just because they belong to Hamas.” 

He stressed that the PNA must adopt seven crucial princi¬ 
ples. These focus on the need to forge a unified Palestinian 
stand to face the great challenges and slop the repeated Israeli 
threats of invading Palestinian territories. He also stressed the 
necessity of the "separation of powers between the three 
branches of the Palestinian National Authority. 

He ended by sending a message to the Palestinians, saying 
that "it is a message to the voters, who gave us their trust, to 
know the truth.” adding that voters must know (hat the legis¬ 
lative council is not capable of shouldering its political and 
social responsibilities. 

In his resignation letter submitted to Mr Ala’ Abu Qurei. 
head of the Palestine Legislative Council, Abdel Shafi hopes 
that his action will bring about reform, something that was 
greatly hindered. 


The Science and Technology Club 
of Amman fosters Jordanian talent 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

AT LAST our inventors are 
given a hearing. Since l^Stj. the 
Science and Technology Club 
sought financial and moral sup¬ 
port for a wide range of Jorda¬ 
nian creative talents. 

As we move rapidly m the 
second millennium, people have 
come to realize ihe importance 
of scientific creativity. Innova¬ 
tions should he greatly encour¬ 
aged. which is the major objec¬ 
tive of Club shunted in 


Shineisuni. 

"The Science and Technol¬ 
ogy Club is a national non¬ 
governmental. nun-prufil organ¬ 
ization which was tirsi regis¬ 
tered .a ihe Ministry of Youth, 
ihen ir.inslerred io the Ministry' 
ol Culture." says Mr Al Ahbitdi. 
who lus an M>c in Engineering. 

The Cluh strengthen.' the sci¬ 
entific and technological infra¬ 
structure in Jordan hy linking 
inventions to developing appli¬ 
cations in ihe country. 

“It is not necessary lor an 
imciilor lo emne up with a new 
product or device, he might he 
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Abu Ameera has many inventions 


reshaping or improving an old 
tool." Mr Ahmed Abu Ameera. 
the Secretary Genera) of the 
Club tells The Star. 

The mission of the Club 
sians from the time the inventor 
formalizes his idea on paper, 
comes up with a model that 
consolidates his theory and then 
refers it to the concerned 
authorities for the registration of 
the patent. 

Mr Emad Yared. a volunteer 
and a tnemher of ihe Club’s Sci¬ 
entific Committee says “Wc are 
seeking to sponsor inventors 
and help talented people, 
mainly students to 
express their creative 
abilities and shape 
them up before they 
reach their final stage.” 

"The invention is 
termed by officials as 
a "claim” till it is stud¬ 
ied carefully to confirm 
its feasibility or deride 
if il is viable lo 
improvement or imple¬ 
mentation," Mr Yared. 
who is an engineer 
adds. 

Sometimes the 
invention could be an 
idea, a theory that 
keeps knocking on the 
inventors mind. 

Mr Esmat A) Ham- 
mouri. a mechanic and 
a garage owner in Irbid 
speaks' about his long 
quest for technological 
hreakthrouehs. saying 
'The idea behind my 
invention started seven 
years ago. it is a device 
that can be fitted to a 
car to 'cushion' the 
impact on pedestrians 
if they are knocked 
down.” 

If such an invention 
is approved later, it 
could be an original 
pan of the car when it 
is manufactured. 

But protection is not 
absolute. Its extent 
depends on the time 


and a fixed distance between' 
the car and the pedestrian. 

Al Hammouri went first to 
the Royal Scientific Society 
which transferred him to the 
Ministry of Industry, then was 
sent back to the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology. 

Despite this routine, AI 
Hammouri did not lose enthu¬ 
siasm: again he had to go to thc 
Transport Ministry (which said 
they don't have specialists in 
such a field) and transferred 
him to the Jordanian Society for 
the Prevention of Car Accidents 
that sent him to the Science and 
Technology Cluh. 

Now. the Club is helping the 
inventor in the registration pro¬ 
cess of the device. AI Ham- 
mouri is expecting the letters 
patent shortly. 

No further details were 
disclosed for reasons of prop¬ 
erty right 

In cooperation with the Min¬ 
istry of Education, the Club 
organizes annual scientific 
competitions for creativity. 

Among the winners this year 
were 25 researchers and 25 
devices presented by 61 stu¬ 
dents (male and female). “Sub¬ 
jects focus on water consump¬ 
tion. and environment to energy 
conservation and others," says 
Al Abhadi. 

An inventor by nature. Al 
Abhadi is presently researching 
a new enzyme to ferment milk 
hy a substance taken from an 
insect. 

Abu Ameera is also an inven¬ 
tor. He has two letters patents; 
''devices for extinguishing fires 
in on-shore and off-shore oil 
wells.” Such devices extinguish 
fires in a very short time com¬ 
pared wirh other equipment and 
minimize environmental pollu¬ 
tion on land, sea and air by 
90‘S-." he mai mains. 

He also invented "Water 
Bounded Oil” device to control 
oil slicks. 

As for funding, the Club 
depends For its finances on 
membership fees from two 



Al Hammouri 


sources: The first from ordinary 
in lhe general assembly, who 
are mostly university graduaies 
and thc second from students. 

It also receives financial aid 
from the Ministry nf Culture, 
the Engineers Association, the 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology, the Shorn an Foun¬ 
dation and other private 
donations. 

Moreover the Club bridges 
channels of contacts with 
schools and have permanent 
offices in some of them like Al 
Ulihad Schools in Amman, lhe 
Islamic loihad Schools in 
Zerqa. the American School. Al 
Uroubu Schools, and the Mod¬ 
em Academic Schools. 

It organizes summer camp¬ 
ing. offers advanced computer 
courses for students and 
arranges for annual 
competitions. 

Now. the Club is completing 
its new headquarters in Sihan. 
Salt through funding from the 
Jordan Telecommunication Co. 
It will he equipped with a 
research center on solar energy 
and wind energy, and will have 
a section for herbs to explore 
their usage in medical treatment. 

Part nf the financial support 
for thc project is granted from 
the United Nations Develop¬ 
ment Programme {UNDP). ■ 
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H Mr Junnik Lindback. 
executive vice president of 
the World Bank-affiliate, 
the International Finance 
Corporation ilFC). the 
largest multi lateral source 
of loan and equity financ¬ 
ing for private sector pro¬ 
jects in the developing 
countries, is visiting coun¬ 
tries Lebanon, Jordan. 
Israel, and the Palestinian 
Authority between 21-24 
Oetnher 1997. Mr Lind- 
b.tck will he visiting senior 
officials of the government 
and the private sector in 
Jordan. A reception for Mr 
Lindback will he held by 
the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association at Lhe Forte 
Grand Hotel on Tuesday 21 
October for the local busi¬ 
nessmen community. Mr 
Lindhack will visit 
M.idabu. Jcrash and Petra 
in a private lour. 


□ Finjl measures to move 
on in privatizing the Jordan 
Telecommunication Com¬ 
pany iJTCt are underway. 
Upon recommendation 
from the High Ministerial 
Committee specialized in 
privatization. 4*) percent of 
the JTC's shares will be 
offered for safe to a "strate¬ 
gic partner." The buyer 
should he on par with inter¬ 
national standards. These 
recommendations also 
include giving the JTC a 
license in construct, man¬ 
age and operate a network 
lor cellular telephones 
i mobile i with effect from 
the beginning of l‘> 98 . Tit is 
will f«'flow die termination 
of the current mobile ser¬ 
vice contract granted to 
Fast link Co. which ends in 
I'JMS. 


□ About 5H Jordanian 
industrial companies are 
expected iii tal e part in the 
Baghdad annual Interna¬ 
tional show which opens 
between f - HI. November. 
A senior official delegation 
will repre-ent Jordan to the 
show comprising represen- 
iniive.s fi«r lhe public and 
private lectors. 

Heading the delegation 
will he Mijhim Khreishuh. 
minisicr of agriculture. Mr 
Haidar Murad and Khal- 
doun Abu I lassan on behalf 
o| lhe private sector. 

Jordan's partieip.ilinn in 
the •liov. v. iff help in hol¬ 
der trade lies between Jor¬ 
dan and Iraq and increase 
lhe Milinne of trade 
exchange between the two 
countries. 

According m the trade 
piotiicol between the two 
: idcs Ionian exports com- 
modiiivs to Iraq worth 
*255 nv.lliott in exchange 
of Iraqi entde oil. Among 
companies participating in 
the -dim. are Jordan Paper 
Fa aoiies O*.. Jordan Spin- 
umg and Weaving Col. Al- 
/fai Ready wear, the Indus¬ 
trial. Commercial & Agri¬ 
cultural Co. the Arab 
Chemical Detergents 
iiidusirte"-. Nashashihi and 
Ebhini. and Jordan 
Tannine. 


Exchange 
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$1 billion worth Jordanian projects 
to be submitted to Doha summit 











AMMAN (Star)—Now that it 
has become apparent that Jor¬ 
dan is going to attend the com¬ 
ing Doha Summit (MENA IV) 
which is scheduled on Novem¬ 
ber. 16-18, a list of Jordanian 
investments has been lately dis¬ 
closed by the Ministry of Plan¬ 
ning. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the venue (as the summit has 
recently been downgraded to a 
conference (because of the con¬ 


troversy over the covering of 
the venue), will be headed by 
lhe Deputy Prime Minister for 
Development Dr Jawad Anani. 
The delegation includes minis¬ 
ters such Dr Fayez Al Taraw- 
neh (Foreign), Dr Rima Khalaf 
(Planning). Sulieman Hafez 
(Finance). Akel Beltaji (Tour¬ 
ism!, Ashraf Al Kurdi (Health), 
amongst others. No delegates 
from the privaieprivate sector 
will be taking part. 


French medical event 
opens in Amman 


A TWQ-day French Medical Exhibition and Conference 
will be held at the Royal Cultural Center between 27-28 
October. • 

This venue includes 12 renowned French companies in 
the medical sector and the seminars presented hy French 
professors revolve around the French health system and 
medical insurance, the French medical industry, pediatrics, 
cardiology, medical imaging, MR!, urology, Telemedecine, 
anaesthesia and reanimatioo, sterilization, disinfection and 
hygiene. • There is also include an exhibition or medical 
equipment and advanced technologies. 

For any further information kindly contact the Commer¬ 
cial Section of the French Embassy in Amman. 

The Commercial section of the French Embassy in 
Amman is constantly working to promote French technolo¬ 
gies and-equipment through the organization of seminars 
and exhibitions in Jordan and the invitation of representa¬ 
tives of both the private and public sectors in Jordan to 
attend sessions and exhibitions specialized in the medical 
field In France. The Commercial Section is also in the pro¬ 
cess of financing complete turnkey units on the financial 
protocol for the public sector. 

The event is being held under the patronage of the Minis¬ 
ter of Health Dr Ashraf Al Kurdi, the French Ambassador 
to Jordan and Mrs Marie-Madeleine Dautel. of the French 
Ministry of Employment and Solidarity, the CEME- 
ACTCM. (Agency for the International Promotion of French 
Technology and Trade) in collaboration with the Commer¬ 
cial Section of the French Embassy. ■ 


The package of developing 
enterprises are chosen accord¬ 
ing to national priorities for 
Jordan's economy. These pro¬ 
jects arc also well selected to 
provide attractive incentives for 

investors from the private sec¬ 
tor. 

The draft of 25 projects is di¬ 
vided on (he basis of three for 
energy. 1 2 for industry, six for 
(ounsm. two for transport and 
two for water and treatment of 
w aste water. 

Their overall costs are about 
$1 billion. 

They focus on ihe compre¬ 
hensive scheme to transfer 
Aqaba into a free trade zone, 
over a period of nine years 
starting ironi next year. Total 
cost of the plan is estimated at 
$3 billion. The first phase of 
the project covers 34.000 
square kilometers of Aqaba city 
and w ill end by mid-1 999. 

Also on the agenda, is a pro¬ 
ject for the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery expansion in Zarqa at 


about half a billion dollars. 
The industrial sector is given a 
big stake in the list of projects 
to" be discussed al the Doha 
Summit (12 projects). They in¬ 
clude a S30U million worth en¬ 
terprise for magnesia products, 
a S75J million potassium ni¬ 
trate project, calcium phos¬ 
phate plan! and a granite extra¬ 
dition enterprise. 

In addition, the projects allo¬ 
cated for oil and gas explora¬ 
tion activities are targeted at 
exploiting these substances 
through offering contracts (pro¬ 
duction sharing concessions) 
over a period that mounts be¬ 
tween 7-S years, subject for re¬ 
newal for extra lime. This is in 
addition to the exploration of 
shale oil which has been lately 
discovered at promising eco¬ 
nomic quantities in 17 sites in 
the country. 

The treatment of waste water 
in Amman and Zarqa governo¬ 
rs tes is a)so given much inter¬ 
est as well as other plans for 


supply of drinking water from 
AI Disi Basin, which is about 
325 kilometres south Amman. 

As for the transport sector, 
projects include budding rail¬ 
ways to link the shidiyefa phos¬ 
phate mines with Aqaba and 
constructing an industrial 
wharf to meet the rise in the 
movement of freight and pas¬ 
sengers from and to Jordan. 
These projects are to be execut¬ 
ed through the participation of 
the private sector in construc¬ 
tion. operation and mainte¬ 
nance of the port's installa- 
ttons.The touristic projects 
cover plans to develop relig¬ 
ious and archaeological sites in 
Petra. Aqaba, Um Qais and the 
Dead Sea. 

Also on schedule is a project 
lo build an international Center 
for Conferences and exhibi¬ 
tions al the suburbs of Amman 
to host national, regional and 
international shows. Total costs 
of this project stand at $150 
million. ■ 


More price hikes to follow 

SINCE MORE than a year, the country' slalt^tQ,^®^ 
ence a series of price hikes 




Son of vegetables* and fruits prices, and the lifting 

s5v on sugar powdered milk and rice : AcQ0nling^‘^^ 

recL report by die the Jordan Consumer 

ety the water price increase is a lot worse than 

hikes that led to the Karak riots- 

Also electricity rates . • .-•/ .-r,V 


European Commission release 
ECU 40 million in structural 
adjustment support to Jordan 


Also electricity rales , . • .V -ft 

were increased: The first “h? 

160 kilowatts are sold at a v 

fixed rate while the next . gg 

and the rale continues to _ $ |lj|l 

increase thereafter. - 1 - V M- ^ 

people! the Majority of |?j jj|j|ls 

the government justifies - ; flB-V-f?;*; ^ 

these measures as steps to ? Sl --^2 

rationalize consumption 
and stresses on the need 

lor austerity regulations fP?f 

to curtail expenditure and ' 

reduce indebtedness. 4? tiffi 

Early this month, the 

Water Ministry began to ' xjg ffeay ->* f% 

implement the new water - . 

tariff passed by the gov- 

ernment last May. . -• 

In spite of the sliding scale principle which dependt^a 
the increase in consumption, the burden on people is 
to be felt. One citizen stresses that such a step has;added 
our financial obligations, which are already too htgjy 
ciallv for people with limited income. • • 

He adds it would have been fairer if such a ddris/qn yw* V ?!&;.■ 
only applicable to the rich who live in villas with ggg,- 




mm 




AMMAN—In .support of its 
ongoing structural adjustment 
programme. Jordon will within 
the coming days receive ECU 
4d million from the European 
Commission (EC). The amount 
represents the second and final 


Victaulic introduces it’s 
mechanical piping products 


IN COOPERATION with Al 
Maaden Trading & Marketing- 
Est—Alphacan sole agents and 
distributors—V ictau lie 
launched its product range of 
mechanical piping products in 
the Jordanian market. 

The product launch was 
inaugurated with u technical 
seminar and open discussion 
about the different Victaulic 
products and Systems, last 
week. Following the seminar 
there was an open dinner dis¬ 
cussion about the Victaulic 
System and its applicability lo 
different projects in Jordan. 
The guests then, had the 
chance to see a live demonstra¬ 
tion on the grooving machine. 

The seminar, which was 
held at the International Hotel, 
was attended by many 
mechanical consultants and 
contractors, as well as mechan¬ 
ical engineers and project 
owners who are interested in 
the Victualic System and the 
grooved piping concepts. 

Victaulic is the world’s 
leading developer and pro¬ 
ducer of mechanical piping 
systems. Utilizing over 70 
years of piping innovation 
leadership. Victaulic is a 
world-wide supplier of unique 
and creative solutions to pip¬ 
ing needs. 

At Victaulic. quality is more 

than a slogan. It is a pervasive 

corporate philosophy which 
directs the entire process of 
meeting the customers' 
requirements on time. Vic- 
taulic has achieved ISO 9000 
certification, with all world¬ 
wide locations, securing the 
highest attainable ISO levels. 
Each of lhe 2.0(H) employees 
participate in an on going qual¬ 
ity improvement process with 
the goaf of continual 
improvement. 

Victaulic Company's his¬ 
tory has hecn based upon 
meeting the needs of the mar¬ 
ketplace with solutions to pip¬ 
ing problems. It started from 
the basic idea of providing a 



tranche of an ECU 100 million 
financial package made availa¬ 
ble front the Commission's 
MEDA Programme, an aid 
instrument adopted in July 1996 
and based on the principles of 
the Barcelona Declaration of 
November 1995 to launch a 
T Euro-Mediterranean partnership 
1 and reinforce European Union 
i i Elb financial and technical 
! suppon for its Mediterranean 
partners. It follows the official 
I agreement signed between the 
[ EC and Jordan on 10 October 
i 1996. which in broad terms 
f summarized the specific objec¬ 
tives of financial package as i) 
provision of budgetary support, 
iii enhancement of structural 
reforms, and iii) earing of social 
! reforms and improvement of the 
• m icml safety ncL 
, This suppon from MEDA 
: aims at alleviating the external 
I and fiscal pressures on lhe Jor- 
j danian economy and reduce the 
! social cost of reforms. Moreo- 
! vcr. it underscores the EU's 


commitment to Jordan’s key 
role in the peace process and to 
the success of the ambitious 
objectives of its new economic 
reform programme for 1996- 
1998. The grant will in particu¬ 
lar assist in the implementation 
of these reforms, which the 
agreement states ore critical to 
ensure the smooth operation of a 
free-trade area between Jordan 
and the EL'. Steps towards trade 
liberalization, privatization and 
design of a modem tax system 
are part of the new reforms nec¬ 
essary to ensure that Jordan ben¬ 
efits from unprecedented oppor¬ 
tunities ollered by the peace 
process and accession to the 
WTO. 

The EU forsees thau by alle¬ 
viating balance of payments 
constraints, the presenr grant 
will also assist Jordan in achiev¬ 
ing higher growth rates, which 
according to the EU is the most 
efficient means to reduce unem¬ 
ployment and poverty . ■ 


ming pools. These people consume large quanl'Uiesp£~v^^^tf^;‘ 
for “secondary" usage, while the middle class utilizes wTXter;^^^^. 7 ^ 
for basic needs. ‘ i ^lUsvJjw-L<'- 


bill will certainly go up or e.\*en double. • 1 

For example, if the water consumption reaches 70 ^ 

meters, the bill would have been JD 12.7. according-tc> Sriiri,; 
old prices however, this will increase to JD f4.7iri’tine^5 
with the new rates. &A. 

The worry is noi the new rates per se. hut the oarofefjV 
quences these rates have for the other vital sectors oTtfie ri 
economy. What is not realized is that water is vitaLfqr^c 
industry, bakeries, animal breeders and above all. agncut^LI -SUi.'z. 
lure. The quantity of water available for industrial aiidTm^Tj 
gation usage will naturally affect the quality of the produce^' ,*$■. - 
Farmers, especially those who earn their living by pJan^;,. 
ing in green houses, could arguably be stiid to huvejh&C;/ 
most to lose. _ _ 

Those farmers are exposed to failure in their crop sinotft 


they wouldn't he ahle to cover their water bills. Cortsfrr% 
qucntly. they won't have .sufficient money either'to improve,^] 
the quality of their production or treat their plants or protect/*. 
them against blights. .’.’J§S ?>£'■’ 

Bui clearly what is at stake here is increases in salaries, 
prices of basic and consumer goods are imvioull): goin)?^ 

■ >n u.-h-it ic ni>i>HpH n rnncf'rtpH ^Tfrirl h v I ho fmupmmpnl, -i (v 1 ! 


up, what is needed is a concerted effort by ihe government 
in increase the income of the country's salaried classes M 




Japan’s economic 
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method of quickly, easily, and 
economically joining pipe. 

Victaulic has a continuing, 
dynamic commitment to devel¬ 
oping unique products and ser¬ 
vices to meet the needs of the 
piping market. It provides 
solutions For fast. easy, relia¬ 
ble pipe joining. Victaulie's 
system now include products 
for steel, stainless steel, cop¬ 
per. and other metals, as well 
as plastics. FRP. lined, coated, 
and specialty pipe materials. 

Victualic'5 Engineered 
Products Divi>inn specializes 
in making the unusual routine 
creative solutions become 
products to solve your specific 
application needs, promptly, 
economically, and practically. 

Piping engineers' provide 
application and design assis¬ 
tance on the telephone, fax. 
email or. when appropriate, in 
person, worldwide. 

Victaulic world headquar¬ 
ters in Easton. Pennsylvania. 
USA is the nerve center. The 
94-acre site houses the corpo¬ 
rate offices, customer service, 
engineering, and one of the 
primary manufacturing 

facilities. 

Product design develop¬ 
ment. manufacturing, and test¬ 
ing arc vertically integrated 
permitting prompt response to 


market needs and close control 
of product quality and cus- j 
turner service. 

Victaulic pioneered the 
grooved piping concept in 
1925. Working from that 
unique alternative to welding. 
Hanging, or threading has 
spawned a continuing llow of 
innovative solutions in piping >. 
problems. The halfmark of 
Victaulic Company's history 
has been a response to piping 
needs for creative designs pro¬ 
viding superior alternatives to 
commonly accepted pipe join- i 
ing methods. 


package fails to excite 
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By Paul Abrahams 


THE DAYS leading up to the latest package 
aimed at rekindling Japan's economy were 
Full of sound and fury. Politicians from the 
ruling Liberal Democratic party competed 
and contradicted each other publicly on their 
ideas to kick-start the economy. But when 
the new policies were announced yesterday, 
they appeared to signify very little at all. 

The disappointment was palpable: the 
stock market plunged, while the bond mar¬ 
ket. which had been spooked in recent days 
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,,lirino vi'miiiiiv nnninLnd by the possibility of a fiscal loosening aimed 


requirim: virtually no pipe and i , , . 

prepaiLiiinn l.. u mcchunicul “ l 
means of joining steel, copper | y a ’9n<j. 

plastic, stainless steel, and f Expectations of what the package would 
other materials. Victaulic has ! ^ycr were so tow tha ,t w^ qu.tc an 
found -belter wavs." ! ^evement on the pan oi [theLDP to d.sap- 

Piping innovaiion makes ■ ^ ^ L 1N ^ d 0 R,chard J 5T Jm * sen ‘ 

tiood sense in any language. 1 '^economist at ING BanngsmTokyo 
Victualic systems arc in-place [ The mam cnUc.sm was the lack of detail. 
world-wide. Victaulic Cont- < The LDP said n 

panv of Canada serves the I would attempt to bo^t the property market 
provinces, from the headqunr- ; h Y freezing or abolishing land holding tax 
iers in Toronto and five branch i and iniroduang measures nuking iie^er to 
olficc/warehouses. The Euro- j «^n‘.se real estate loans. U would also try 
pean Economic Community. \ ^‘™»s by trying to cut corporate 

Eastern Europe, and the Mid- j »»■ But Lherc was no indication of the um- 
■Hr Fmm :,re srrvcil hv the Vic- ,n e ot lhc changes, their scale, or whether 


found "belter ways." 

Piping innovation makes • 
good sense in any language. 
Victualic systems arc in-place ! 
world-wide. Victaulic Com- > 
puny of Canada serves the I 
provinces, from the headqunr- ; 
ters in Toronln and fi'c branch . 
olficc/warehouses. The Euro- j 
pean Economic Community, i 
Eastern Europe, and the Mid¬ 
dle East arc served hy the Vic¬ 
tim He-Europe headquarters 

near Bursscls. ■ 


they could actually be achieved 

‘There were no numbers. You just had a 
set of proposals" said Michael Hartnell, sen¬ 
ior economist at Merrill Lynch in Japan. "It 
was astonishingly short on specifics." agreed 
Robert Feldman, chief economist at Salomon 
Brothers in Tokyo. 

*There was simply nothing you could pul 
a number on." 

The lack of detail reflected the unfinished 
struggle between parts of the LDP which 
want to deregulate and reduce taxes and the 
powerful Ministry of Finance which wants to 
maintain its tax revenues. The politicians and 
the bureaucrats failed lo reach a compromise. 

The second main concern was the lack of 
coherency within the proposals. "There ap¬ 
peared to be no clear fiscal 
philosophy." said Feldman. "The administra¬ 
tion is committed to reducing the role of the 
state and maintaining fiscal austerity. 

"But at the same time there appears to be a 
special fund for small struggling businesses, 
accelerated public spending, support for the 
agricultural sector, and early wage hikes for 
public sector workers." Such elements under¬ 
lined the continuing importance of micro- 
poiiticul influences on policy. 

Upper chamber elections arc due in July. 
Measures to support the agricultural econo¬ 
my should bolster the LDPs 


political support: accelerated public wCnjCf JSf 
programmes should help the constnjctkft^Z - 
sector, which is one of the LDP's mam 
financial benefactors; and early public.seettir^ ^ : 
pay increases should keep the LDPs soddatx\7' 
allies reasonably content within the;jpyen^es: ; 
roeni coalition, explained Mr Feldman, 

The question is whether the poliudans^lff ^r. 
bureaucrats can fashion a meanit^firi conj'*^. 
promise package in lime to make a i 

ence to the economy this financial year. The.^v 
timetable is short The proposals must 1 fi(SL *- : 
go to the LDPs coalition partners, them rati-4 ; -. 
lied hy the Diet before December 1 Timber* 1 
the latest session doses. x ’ 

Mr Hashimoto must come up with swnev.V".. 
thing to show President Bill Clinton itp *’’’' 

A pet summit in Vancouver wWch'stans bir 
November 24. The Japanese govenmest^fi 
must he seen to be doing something to boatf* 
domestic demand and reduce the coutJtiy^% 
butiooninc traiJc surplus with the US. •; • ..' 

Probably, the government's oppof&mfQ^tt^-. 
rescue the economy this financial year/fi:, 
pasL Japan’s leaders must now waif taaSMf^f . 
the stalled economy drifts in recession. ; 
does, there might be enough of a sense of crt: : t '-• 
sis that the politicians and bureauaifls\3f?v; ; 
forced to act. ■ v./V . 
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Blueprint for 
modern morality 


1 


By Michael Ratcliffe 

TRY 'BUYING a paperback copy 
of The Outsider by Albert Camus 
and you will be told that it is no 
longer kept on the open shelves. 

The title suggests a blueprint for 
survival to the marginalized and 
disaffected? Perhaps; but more 
because it identifies the need for a 
modem morality in a blunt and 
accessible, manner, how should we 
behave towards one another and 
conduct our lives? And. most of 
all, of course, because Camus' 
grim comedy of a drifting between 
two deaths is a slim set-text that 
slips up the sleeve quite sweetly. 

Nobelled in 1957 at the age of 
43. this pied-noir. left-wing, anti¬ 
communist member of the Alger¬ 
ian working-class was buried with 
Parisian obsequies of resentful 
eulogy after his death in a car 
smash three years later. Not only 
had he won the prize that everyone 
except Sartre thought should have 
gone to Malraux. but he had kept a 
loyal wife and three devoted mis¬ 
tresses simultaneously, and was well on 
the way to becoming the most widely 
read French writer of the century. He was 
a prophet of the post-ideologic age. who 
wisely said that the modem heart is a 
heart that cannot bear to be judged. Oliv¬ 
ier Todd's new biography dogged, infor¬ 
mative. but often ill-edited and cackhand- 
edly translated tells us the supremacy of 
Camus with readers is now unchallenged 
in France and beyond. His honest confu¬ 
sions have become the century's own. 

The ability to propose a code of beha¬ 
viour does not. of course, mean that you 
are obliged to behave well yourself: were 
this so. there would be no point in writing 
or reading literary biographies at all. Mal- 
raux and Simone de Beauvoir both 
thought that the gap between work and 
life was unusually large in the case of 
Camus. Todd's narrative suggests that the 
same energising contradictions informed 
both, but it is clear that he was a neglect¬ 
ful husband, an attentive father, an insati¬ 
able lover and a difficult (though never 
triefcyl friend. Even at the time, in 1952. 
the break-up with Sartre was compared in 
the cafes of Montparnasse and Saint- 
Germain to the end of an affair. 

L 'El ranger was published by Gaston 
Gallimard in 1942. the German military 



censor in Paris having nodded it through 
as both asocial and apolitical, thus miss¬ 
ing (he point that therein lay its subver- 
siveness. (Or did he? He would never 
have passed it in Hiller's Germany.) Like 
most French writers and artists. Camus 
remained in France throughout the Nazi 
and Vichy years. Without the Occupation, 
he would never have written his master¬ 
piece. La Pcsic (The Plague. 1947). He 
joined the French Resistance in 1943. and 
edited Lhe flysheet Combat, dangerously, 
from a secret office in Lhe rue Reaumur 
for the last 18 months of the war. 

As an Orwellian journalist in Algiers 
and Paris before and after the war. he 
fought dehumanization on all fronts, and 
said the unsayable. long before it was 
smart to do so. on Stalin’s extermination 
and prison camps in the 193Us. for exam¬ 
ple. gening himself thrown out of the 
French Communist Party: and on the mys¬ 
terious. retrospective burgeoning of 
Resistance-membership after 1945. He 
was a tireless prodder of French sacred 
cows: Robespierre. Rimbaud. Sade. 
revenge, revolution, and. above all. the 
guilt-delivered independence of Algeria 
which, grandly brought off by de Gaulle 
two years after Camus' death, would have 


broken his heart. Born between 
poverty and sunlight, he believed 
nohly. hut hopelessly, in the hon¬ 
our of the Mediterranean world. 

The love of his life was the 
supreme actress Maria Casarcs. 
who died only last year. The total, 
uncomplicated delight on his face 
as he watches her in :t photograph 
is a great relief from the solemn 
image with which he usually laced 
the world: part Bogart and part 
Fernando), as he himself defined it. 
with a cigarette between the lin¬ 
gers or hltikci.shly stuck in the 
mouth. He was a ladies' man. and. 
like many such, praised girls for 
(heir manly qualities, and had a hit 
of a thing about sissies. He was a 
passionate Mr Uranian. though, 
which in the rougher pans of 
Algiers might have been thought a 
fairly sissy thing in he. and he 
called his old donkey Paniinu. Into 
the edges of this story at various 
points walk a dog called Pauline 
and (he cuts Brilliant and Cigar¬ 
ette. You can’t gel more French 
than that. 

I have not seen the original of 
Todd's hook, published in France last 
year, hut it has not been well served hy 
Random House, which commissioned jii 
A merican translation from Benjamin I cry 
and briefed him to cut it. In a note. Ivry 
explains he has removed material deemed 
uninteresting to the American and British 
general reader, and a(( notes and source- 
references from the hack, integrating 
"necessary information" into the narrative 
text. This is often clumsily done: “Litter 
that evening, when they were eating a 
North African stew of mutton and vegeta¬ 
bles. called lajine. at a friend's house. 
Camus...” 

The translation is not into any kind of 
lively American, hut into East Coast 
Quaint “coxcomb", “herky-jerky". “pled" 
for "pleaded". "Jli" for “filled" while 
some of the renderings from Camus' Car- 
nets read like barely comprehensible first 
drafts: "Should one bring the obsession 
with a work to the emptiness of a hum¬ 
drum life, or on the contrary should one 
make one’s life worthy of it hy obeying 
flashes nr lightning?” Yes. indeed. I hope 
we are all asking ourselves those ques¬ 
tions every morning. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 
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By Jackie Wullschlager 

A FRESH reading of Lhe 
hatchet jobs which greeted lhe 
Bronte sisters' novels exactly 
150 years ago does not produce 
the best mindset for beginning 
a review. Thwarted in their 
attempts to stan a school at 
their father's isolated parson¬ 
age in the Yorkshire moors, 
dispirited from their stints as 
governesses. Charlotte. Emily 
and Anne determined to con¬ 
vert their highly-developed 
fantasy worlds into a business. 

Juliet Barker, as a spin-off 
Irom Iter biography of all the 
Brontes. has combined numer¬ 
ous extracts from their letters 
with contemporary reviews. 
.'imHiius and mcmnir> in an 
attempt to let the Bmntc family 
and friends tell their own sto¬ 
ries in their own words. 

That she has been only 
partly successful is not surpris¬ 
ing. U ith only an occasional 
linking narrative and no 
explanatory or idcnlilying I'ooi- 
tiole.s to provide context, the 
reader is often left perplexed 
by these captured moments 
without the biography as 
companion. 

In addition. Anne and Emily 
contribute few letters, their 
father's almost never escape 
Irom pure formality, and their 
brother BrunwcN's missives 
alternate between eringemak- 
ing bragging and mordant self- 
pity. Thus Charlotte, as she did 
in life, is left u> carry the fam¬ 
ily banner almost single- 
handedly. 

At least two aspects, how¬ 
ever. emerge more forcefully 
from this skewed picture than 
they could from a hiography 
whose material is balanced and 
massaged. Most affecting is the 
soul-numbing despondency 
which weighs increasingly 
heavily upon Charlotte. First, 
she witnesses the deaths of her 
two older sisters from tubercu¬ 
losis soon after their mother’s 
death had forced them to he 
sent to .i mean and dank school 
lor clergyman’s daughters. 
Then, vcars later, she watched 


the debauched BranweU’s 
death also from tuberculosis 
followed shortly by Emily and 
Anne’s deaths from the same 
affliction. 

Alone on their moors. Char¬ 
lotte found each and every 
reminder of her beloved family 
unbearable until she herself 
died some ID years later in the 
early stages of pregnancy. 

The other strong impression, 
again a negative one. is the 
shocking condescension, 
cruelty and sheer stupidity with 
which critics almost to a man 
greeted each of the sisters' 
attempts to write fiction. Col¬ 
lectively. and despite writing 
under male pseudonyms, the 
Brontes were accused of taking 
ax their subjects “the eccentric¬ 
ities of 'woman's fantasy’", 
failing to shy away from acts 
of physical cruelty which “true 
taste rejects''. 

Without n blush, these 
reviewers assaulted the 
Brontes' female natures, ele¬ 
vating taste and decorum in 
women above what is now con¬ 
sidered their literary genius. 
Anne’s first novel attracted 
almost no notice, and her sec¬ 
ond. The Tenant of WUdfell 
Hull, was said to reveal (he 
writer as having “a morbid 
love for the coarse". Another 
magazine reported that their 
reviewer had returned the 
novel in disgust and warned its 
readers against the book’s 
“profane expressions, incon¬ 
ceivably coarse language, and 
revolting scenes." 

Emily's Wuthering Heights 
was deemed a “strange, inartis¬ 
tic story." all the characters 
being "utterly hateful or thor¬ 
oughly contemptible." So dis¬ 
couraged were Emily and her 
publishers hy this reception 
that the novel's sequel was not 
commissioned: the publisher 
even neglected to pay her what 
was owed, and she was dead 
soon afterwards. 

Only Jane Eyre attracted 
some favourable t though 
mixed) notices, and even this 
popular success earned Char¬ 
lotte such comments as "a 




Latest books examine 
dynamics of the Mideast 


AMMAN (Star)—Two latest 
hooks on the Middle East 
have just been published by 
the American University in 
Cairo Press. They should 
prove of rxcellent value to 
any researcher and academic 
specializing in this part of 
the world! Arab Society. 
Class. Gender. Power and 
Development, is a collect ton 

of articles by leading schol¬ 
ars that examine Arab soci- 
ctv in the 1990s. 

The editors of the book 
arc Nicholas S. Hopkins and 
Saad At Din Ibrahim, both 
of whom are professors at 
rhe American University in 

Cairo. in 

The book comprises 30 
new articles by leading 
.scholars from many coun¬ 
tries exploring such subjects 
as Arab unity and identity: 
demographic processes: Hie 
roles of men. women, and 
family: rural social ‘-’ han ? e ’ 
political developments: and 
religious change. For sm- 
dems. scholars, and general 
readers alike. Arab Gotten 
offers up-to-date analysts 
and discussion of thc social- 

political, and economic 

transformations that face th 
region today. 

The second book. A C 
Minor, of ri* 
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An American 
patriot for me 


By A.C. Grayling 

GORE VIDAL is a phenome¬ 
non. He is a master of mordant, 
savage, scathing, amusing, 
intelligent, penetrating prose: 
and he is one of the few genu¬ 
inely sane people in the world. 
It is the fate of these latter to he 
thought perfectly mad. which 
is why he will not he. as he 
should be. put straight into the 
White House without delay, to 
save (he United States of 
America and thereby, coinci¬ 
dentally. the entire world. 

Vidal is an American patriot. 
This claim will doubtless puz¬ 
zle those defenders of today’s 
United Stales who hint been 
mercilessly land usually hilari¬ 
ously) skewered by his pen. 
But it is true: he is a patriot of 
the old Republic that was 
demolished after the second 
world war to make way for the 
"National Security State", 
invented by Harry S. Truman 
and the monster corporations 
which own the media and the 
arms manufactories and there¬ 
fore in short USA Inc. itself. 
Like a senator of Augustan 
Rome who looked hack lo the 
liberties of a purer pre-imperial 
pasL Vidal has a homeland: his 
most formative years were 
passed in witnessing its 
disappearance. 

If Vidal had his way. there 
would be a Constitutional Con¬ 
vention to reform America's 
institutions of government, as 
desired hy (he Founding 
Fathers who expected that their 
arrangements would need peri¬ 
odic modification Thomas Jef¬ 
ferson wanted a Convention at 
least once a generation because 
“you cannot expect a man to 
wear a boy's jacket" Article 
Five of the Constitution pro¬ 
vides for just such a thing. 
Once the Supreme Court 
cease* to he the Executive's 
tool, says Vidal, and both 
Executive and Congress cease 
to he employees of the giant 
corporations who bankroll their 
elections, the necessary work 
can he dune: America's econ¬ 
omy can be convened from a 
war fooling to peace (make 
bullet trains rather than subma¬ 
rines!. a national health service 
can he instituted (no longer 
blocked by the insurance com¬ 
panies uho pay Congressmen), 
power can be devolved Irom 
the surreal confines of Wash¬ 


ington's Beltway, and :i propter 
rcprest*ntnmc democracy will 
withdraw America from iLs 
expensive and immural empire. 
The live trillion dollar debt 
accumulated by successive 
administrations to pay for the 
Cold war will not he dis¬ 
charged at a stroke: hut the 
country would at least he mov¬ 
ing in the right direction. 

Vidal aims a scorching 
stream of sarcasm at those 
American conservatives 

(“whatever that word now 
means." he remarks, pointing 
mil ihui ihe US has only one 
fxilitic.il pjrty with two right 
wings) who wish to retain the 
US's imperial role, ostensibly 
because American hegemony 
maintains global peace f'icll 
that m the Asians") but in real¬ 
ity to keep America's arms 
companies in business, and 
their bosses who now cake a 
larger slice of wealth, and pay 
less hack in taxes, than ever 
before in comfort. 

Vidal’s homeland gets a 
mauling, hui its faithful acolyte 
does not escape. Britain, “those 
bright arid islands where ignor¬ 
ance must he lightly worn." has 
followed the L>S in euilving a 
singlc-tw o-righi-wing-party 
system: asked during the late 
election which of the two is 
further lo Ihe right. Vidal loft¬ 
ily remarked. "One docs not 
bring j measuring rod to 
Lilliput" 

The second and third parts 
ol this three-part collection of 

essays arc concerned with poli¬ 
tics and policy, in which Vidal 
and his genes have together 
been marinated fur half, if not 
more, of the IIS's history. 
What Vidal shows is not 
pretty, lor all the delicious aci- 
duiilv ol his wit. his point is 
earnest. But note this: Vidal 
dues not hate the US. only 
what it dues, both ji home and 


abroad. Like the remarkable 
journalist he so admires. Andy 
Kopkind. Vidal has a "separate 
war" not with America, but 
with its unaccountable corpo¬ 
rate paymasters and their ser¬ 
vants within the Beltway. 

The first section of the book 
collects essays about books and 
writers. Here as everywhere 
else Vidal remains that rare 
thing, a high pleasure and a 
deep education combined. He 
never pulls punches: he likes or 
he dislikes, and gives cogent 
reasons. His pessimism about 
politics is mirrored hy pessi¬ 
mism about reading and the 
fate of the novel he thinks the 
day of such things is over, dis¬ 
placed by the internet and 
oLher. more general, forms of 
illiteracy. He should be happy 
to learn that he is wrong: in the 
arid British Isles, more books 
are published every year than 
in any other country, and more 
people are reading them. 

The essay in which Vidal 
slowly, pitilessly, beautifully 
skins and guts that hapless Rab¬ 
bit. John Updike, is a master¬ 
piece; the naked lop-eared 
corpse is left rotating slowly on 
the spike Vidal drives up iLs 
vertical axis as a warning to 
anyone who dares heard him. If 
the essay on Dawn Powell does 
not revive merited interest in 
her work, nothing will: like¬ 
wise. Vidal’s illuminations of 
Sinclair Lewis and Mark Twain 
show what intelligent discourse 
about books should be like, a 
lesson for that class of individ¬ 
uals Vidal so magnificently 
despises land, in these essays, 
so utterly routs), the college 
professors. 

This is all outstandingly 
good stuff. Ten cheers for Gore 
Vidal. ■ 
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book more unfcmininc it would 
he hard to find.” and “never 
was there a better haler’’ than 
its author. 

Charlotte’s second novel. 
Shirley , opens with a scene 
quite as “vulgar, unnecessary 
and disgusting" 1 as was the 
family in June Lviv. The 
Times, addressing itself snecr- 
ingly lo the “lair authoress", 
found the mu el "at once the 
most high-flown and the stalest 
of fictions." Mrs Gaskell. her¬ 
self a successful woman novel¬ 
ist who kept within the pre¬ 
scribed cheerio I bounds, 
observed that this last notice 
caused the normally composed 

Charlotte to hide behind the 
newspaper's large sheets with 
"tears stealing down the face 
and dropping on the lap." 


Even within the pantheon of 
famous hooks which were orig¬ 
inally rejected nr badly 
received, this hunch til self- 
satisfied morons must stand on 
their mvn. Only Charlotte lived 
to see herself and them all at 
least partially vindicated. By 
the lime Emiiy had hecn hailed 
hy at least one critic as a gen¬ 
ius. the poignancy of her sis¬ 
ter's never knowing her post¬ 
humous triumph was almost 
loo much lor Charlotte. 

As these ymmg novelists are 
now ranked with only a hand¬ 
ful of other writers at the 
genre's pinnacle, their critics 
have a lot lo answer for. May ii 
continue i<« humble us all. Q 

Financial Times Syndication 




By Stacy Jenel Smith 

Bad news for Madonna. They've cast a look-alike lo play 
the material girl in ABC’s adaptation of Dennis Rodman’s 
"BadAs I Wanna Be." According to sources familiar with 
the script, it shows her meeting Rodman to interview him for 
Vibe magazine. Their chemistry is 
shown heating up. and then they're seen 
going back to Madonna's place, where 
she gets turned on by Dennis' passion 
and power, and, well, full court press. 
My heart goes out to Madonna on this 
one! It's bad enough when he writes 
about it, but to see it spewed all over 
television! The NBA's favorile cross¬ 
dresser will not be playing himself in 
Madonna the bio-pic. However, be will appear in 
it, and provide voice-over narration. Shooting starts this 
month. 

Don’t be surprised if David Bowie does a mini-tour at 
summer’s end. 

U2 s reps have been fighting back hard over damning sto¬ 
ries that the Pop Mart tour has seen soft sales at a few venues 
— reminding press at every opportunity that U2 is the only 
stadium lour this summer, leading all other touring acts by a 
huge margin. One promoter was quoted saying the only tour 
that could touch it would be a Rolling Stones tour. Of 
course by summer's end. we’ll have a chance to see how the 
Stones fare out there. 

Michael Nesmith is still best-known as a Monkee — but 
he’s also way ahead of the curve as an original thinker. (Or 
didn't you know he was producing rock videos before MTV 
got big?) Right now. Nesmith is making preparations for the 
fifth Council on Ideas. It’s an idea Nesmith instigated in 
1992, to bring together great thinkers from a wide range of 
professions and have them pul a focus on pressing issues of 
the day. Past Council members have included Nobel Prize- 
winning physicist Amo Pemdas, architect Frank Gehry, 
Washington Post Deputy National Editor Roberto Sum, and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Wendy Wasserstein. 
Coming forth from these gatherings have been Ideas ranging 
from, improving education to the impact of government lag¬ 
ging behind the information technology boom. “This is, lit¬ 
erally. a gathering of the elders.” says Nesmith. This year’s 
nominees include the former president of a European coun¬ 
try, CEOs of major corporations, and college presidents. The 
five appointees will be revealed in February. 

OK, you swingers. It looks like the film biography of 
Bobby Darin might go into production early next year. This 
is the story of the late singer that johnny Depp's been inter¬ 
ested in for a long time — with talk that Drew Barrymore 
might play ihe love of Darin's life, his wife Sandra Dee. 
Barry Levinson, who’s been developing the movie for eight 
years with Arthur Friedman, is expected to decide soon 
whether this will be his next directing project Friedman 
thinks it will be — and apparently, so does Sandra Dee. She 
is now negotiating a book deal for her life story, which the¬ 
oretically would come out al (he same time as the movie. 
And the '60s screen sweetheart is in talks with Universal 
about rerdeasing her films, like ‘'Summer Place," on video. 
If that deal goes through. Dee herself will star in infomercials 
pitching the pictures. 
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Fortune winners 


THE FIRST ever surwy «»f uliat global com¬ 
panies think of their peers has ruikcd British 
Airways as the world's number »ue airline. 

The"elite list was drawn up by readers of 
US business magazine Fortune, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Hay Group Consultancy. 

Fortune has compiled an annual survey ot 
ihe top corporations in the USA tor the past 
15 years and inclusion has become the busi¬ 
ness equivalent of the Academy Awards. 

This years poll widened iis scope to 
include companies from around the world. 

British Airways headed off competition 
from Northwest. Southeast. American. 
United. Luftiinsa. Delta. All Nippon, and JAL 
in lop ihe league. 


The magazine described the companies that 
led the way in 19 separate commercial cate¬ 
gories as appealing to the business commu¬ 
nity with a mixture of, “terrific product or 
service, shrewd financial management and 
far-sighted marketing that, as the catch 
phrase has it, thinks global and acts locaL 
The airlines First product and customer 
research initiatives also boosted its success, 
according to the magazine. 

The Fortune award follows a recent Finan¬ 
cial Times/Price Waterhouse survey among 
senior executives throughout Europe which 
voted British Airways as the UK's top com¬ 
pany and the leader in the continents trans¬ 
port sector. ■ 


Major exhibit Dead Sea 
treasures is currently 
on display in UK 








"TREASURES OF the Dead Sea. the Cooper 
Scroll after 2000 years" is ihe title of the exhibi¬ 
tion that is being held at the Manchester 
Museum in the UK. 

This special event celebrates the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of this century's greatest archaeological dis¬ 
covery for understanding the history and relig¬ 
ion of early Judaism and nascent Christianity— 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

The first seven of these famous scrolls were 
discovered in 1947. In 1952 The Copper Scroll 
was found in Cave 3 near Qumran. together with 
more Dead Sea Scrolls. It is the only one to have 
been made of beaten copper. It is made up of 
three sheets of copper, with 12 brief columns of 
writing, and contains a list of treasure: large 
amounts of gold silver and other priceless items. 

These were buried in various places in the 
area, probably before the destruction of the Jeru¬ 
salem temple hy the Romans in AD 70. It was 
cut open in Manchester in 1955-1956 so that it 
could he read. Through the generosity of the Jor¬ 
danian Antiquities DepL. the scroll returns to 


Manchester to provide a focal point of the 
exhibition. 

As well as setting the Copper Scroll in its 
context, the exhibition brings together examples 
of other kinds of Dead Sea Scroll including bib¬ 
lical manuscripts from the first century BC and 
sectarian Jewish texts probably related to the 
ancient Essenes. Some of the University of Man¬ 
chester’s Dead Sea Scroll fragments will also be 
on display for the first time. 

Together with other ancient artefacts which 
throw light on the Dead Sea Scrolls, the exhibi¬ 
tion is completed with a short film on the Cop¬ 
per Scroll, its opening, conservation, and inter¬ 
pretation. made by Electricity de France, one of 
several sponsors of the whole show. 

The scrolls from Qumran were written by dif¬ 
ferent scribes over many years lc.250 BCE - 50 
CEl. Very few were written hy the sonic scribe, 
and most were brought from elsewhere, but they 
form some kind of collection, and share certain 
characteristics—e.g. they measures the year in 
364 days, not 354. ■ 
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Art evening of 
triumph for 
Horizon 


Silsal Ceramics 


HORIZON ADVERTISING proudly at, 
traded the lustrous-lights of victory during 
the Anba’a Advertising Awards recently 
held at the Kuwait Sheraton Hotel. 

The agency stepped up to the crowning 
stage twice that evening to receive two covet¬ 
ed awards. The first one was for the best 
creative in the ‘‘Investment” category for the 
Kuwait Finance House. The award was re- 
ceived by Mr Saad Hijawi, President of the 
Horizon Network and Managing Director of 
Horizon Kuwait Expressing his feeling 
abont this stimulating win, he said: “This js. 
a great moment for me and Horizon, l am. 
sure everyone at the agency shares the.same 
feeling and I’m definitely looking forward 
for more and bigger achievements. 71 Mr. Hi¬ 
jawi thanked the Kuwait Finance House for 
their trust in our Agency and for making the 
joint triumph possible by their support of- 
creativity that is effective among consumers' 
and an award winner among advertising 
professionals. 

The triumph peaked when 'the laureate.' 
Horizon was up on the stage again to receive 
their second award for “Best Press’Chm- 
palgn of 1996,” which was also won for Ko* 
wait Finance House. This category con- 
ceived the motion of the best campaign Tor. 
the entire year, which emphasizes th* weight 
given for such a win. Such an award brings 
pride and ecstasy due to the fact that many 
well presented campaign were up against 
the Kuwait Finance House campaign. 

The prestigious award was accepted by 
Mr Said Zeineddine, Senior Client .Services 
Manager, whose speech on the occasion 
thoughtfully conveyed “—special thank s to 
our creative team who is the real hero be¬ 
hind this award.'* ■ 


Craftsmanship 
at its best 


Turkish fashion show 
set dazzle Amman 


POTTERY MAKING as an ancient 
craft was one of the arts that played 
an important role in the nourishing 
of a civilization. In Islam, as well as 
the empires preceding it. the skilled 
artisan was highly regarded by 
members of the court, and invited to 
travel from faraway lands to become 
a handsomely paid protegee of that 
court. 

As a result, the ceramist was very 
proud of his craft and accordingly 
signed each piece of pottery quite 
conspicuously for posterity. 

It is this tradition of pottery mak¬ 
ing that Silsal continues today. The 
artisanal quality of the craft is em¬ 
phasized in each oF Sitsal's hand¬ 
made pieces. 

Silsal bowls, jugs, plates, mugs 
and vases are primarily functional 
and are meant to be enjoyed through 
daily use. A ‘90s spirit helps the 
modern day user identify with the 
pieces and the simplicity of the 
shapes and designs, rendering them 
inherently practical. 

An appreciation for the environ¬ 
ment and sensitivity to all living 
things makes nature a constant in¬ 
spiration for SilsaJ's designs. Sim¬ 
ple lines stylized to represent a leaf, 
a fruit, a flower, an animal or a bird 
provide endless subject matter for 
creating unique pieces. 

The human figure at its most 
primitive is also represented in Sil- 
sal’s pottery. Here the humility of 
che human figure, stripped of its 


elaborate clothing, heightens its ele¬ 
gance. dignity and grace. The fig¬ 
ures. depicted in motion are danc¬ 
ing. touching, and sending the 
message that in such a pluralistic 
world, there is beauty in harmony 
and tolerance. Sonic of these pieces 
are inspired by African art. some by 
Matisse. 

Following the Islamic tradition of 
using script as a decorative element. 
Arabic calligraphy has always been 
part of Silsal's designs. The recent 
pieces bring calligraphy to more ab¬ 
stract dimensions, emphasizing the 
aesthetic value of the lines and ren¬ 
dering the meaning of the words al¬ 
together unimportant. The beauty of 
the script and the interest created by 
the juxtaposition of the letters 
against one another provides such 
tremendous aesthetic potential as to 
transcend the need to finish a sen- 
tence or the urge to keep it readable. . 
As progressive as this concept may 
appear, it is only the continuation of 
a tradition started by our ancestor 
artisans hundreds of years ago. 

Silsal's artisanal character shows 
uniquely in each piece of pottery 
produced, bringing together the in¬ 
put of some 20 artists. Working as a 
team gives the artisans at Silsal the 
opportunity to dialogue, transcend¬ 
ing individual character in the aim 
of artistic excellence. The exhibition 
is scarfing. 25 October ■ 


Inter.Con. Jordan takes 
part in Berlin event 


CHEF ELIAS Abu El Hawa from the Imer.C^ntteeiital 
Jordan was asked by the Berlin Forum Hotel tp partici¬ 
pate in the 150 year celebrations for Semens that .took 
place in Berlin-Gerraany. He joined a number ot other 
well known international chefs hi preparing some month, 
watering dishes. 

The three-day celebrations took place at the. Berlin 
Exhibition Centre in Berlin, where a buffet represe nt i n g 
the six continents was served to the guests. 

Mr Abu El Hawa did it again, be dazzled the Berliners 
with his famous Jordanian dishes and brought the taste 
of Arabia to Germany. ■ 


Turtles, snakes & 60,000 
children help “Fanta” 
to break a record 


Austrian Airlines holds annual 
conference in Amman 


THE COCA-COLA Company believes that 
the participation of 60.000 children aeed 6 to 
1. ti» n> recent FANTA essay writing and 
drawing competition in Lebanon makes it the 
higge.st ever response to such a competition 
in the Arab World. 


The competition H" 
was organized 
through a travel- 

ling play supported dH|||J||| 

by ‘FANTA’ and BL 
presented hy Muni - 

Fiirah which 

loured schools pre- C. ^ 

Mining u story ^^^B JJjdKKf 

about the dangers ^^^B 

of ignoring "the f 

environmental -■> 

needs of the earth. ^^^B 

At the end of the 

play children were 

encouraged to 

draw a picture or 

write an essay on why acting responsibly 
witn the environment is important. 

The 10 winners of the competition 
recently enjoyed their ori"re of a free four- 
day visit to Cyprus, as'guests or The Coca- 
Lou Company. The trip centred on a visit to 
a Nature Studies Centre, a non-profit making 
organization that specializes in programs for 
children. The children visited Lara beach_a 


turtle habitat. Snake Gorge. Avakas Gorge as 
well as attending a Flora and Fauna tour of 
Akamas—a natural wilderness area. 

The children learnt about environmental 
protection, the various species of flora and 
fauna— some 


f a?? - “—« endangered or pro¬ 
se I tec ted. The pro- 

• . " gramme was activ¬ 

ity focused with 
vj. children spending 

- & " ; j most of their time 

rWi... . finding specific 
plants. catching 
ygU f S bugs, tracking and 

Kg' __ ^ looking for" evi¬ 
ls ... . jra dence of an animal 

•*S population. 

«| Hdou. the 

apt— ' Coca-Cola Com- 

IP J £3 pany bottler’s man- 

i ager in Lebanon 
said: “Wc wanted 
to reflect The Coca Cola Company's concern 
for the environment in a way trial children 
would identify with. The piay “FANTA* 
EARTH SONG,’ covered environmental 
issues in a fun way which the children, 
clearly responded well to. The standards of 
the essays and pictures was excellent and 
demonstrated that the play s messages had 
heen understood by the children.” ■ 


AUSTRIAN I VS 

AIRLINES held | |B 

Terence for the 
Middle East ill 

Hotel, on 14-15 
October. jF 

Among partici- sflBk 

pants in the meet- ^ 

ing were the Air- ** j 

lincs managers in |V J 

Turkey. Syria. ^dSL .' "/ 

Iran. Lebanon. hdi^Qp'. 

and Jordan. A 

delegation from _ ^B^A- : 

Austrian Airlines 

in Austria 

attended the 

event [T" *'i 

During the j; ■■■! 

two-day j 

- 

were organized | - 

for the partici- 

pants and the vis- F '▼ 

iting delegation ; - 

exprcssed satis¬ 
faction with facilities provided by officials at the 
Queen Alia International Airport to make their 
visit a success. 

Austrian Airlines also held a reception lor the 
delegation in cooperation with its agent in Jor¬ 
dan. Petra Travel and Tours Co. 

This year marks the fifth anniversary for Aus¬ 
trian Airlines in Jordan. 

Participating in the reception were representa¬ 
tives from many Arab Airlines operating in Jor- 




ef'-Q 




dan in addition to the press, businessmen and 
travel agents. 

During the reception. Austrian Airlines Man¬ 
ager in Jordan. Mr Samir Abu A1 Saud briefed 
the audience on the facilities offered by Austrian' 
Airlines to travel and tours agents and travellers. 

Also, he spoke about new routes that have 
hecomc operational in Europe and American. 

Mr Abu Saud distributed prizes for winners in 
competitions organized during the reception. ■ 


23 


THE TURKISH Embassy in Amman in cooperation with the 
InterContinental Hotel, are holding a fashion show by renowned 
Turkish fashion designer Zuhal “Yorganciogln on 24 and 25 
October. 

During the event .which will take place at the InterContinental 
Hotel. Jordan. Yorgancioglu's unique creations will be displayed 
in a most unusual fashion show presented by top professional 
models from Turkey. 

Mrs. Yurguncioglu has been involved in the world oF Fashion 
for 3u years. She. hv rediscovering the beauty of Turkish design 
jjui cmbroidcij. uev-'.ei 1 'ici -el * »;• the research, rise and promo¬ 
tion of Turkish arts, handicrafts and fashion. Her collections 
include elegant gowns and caftans of silk, satin and velvet, lav¬ 
ishly hand embroidered w ith gold and silver threads. Mrs Yorgan- 
eioglu has shown her creations in many cities around the world, 
including Paris. London. Rome. Washington. DC. Brussels. 
Cairo. Chicago. Ahu Dhabi and Dubai. 

The fashion show is heing organized under the patronage of 
Her Royal Highness Princess Aisha Bint El Hussein and part of 
the proceeds will he donated to the the Al Hussein Society for the 
Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicapped. The main sponsors 
ol the event are Turkish Airlines. Royal Jordanian. ATA Con¬ 
st ruction. Industry and InterContinental Hotel Jordan. I 








Years later, HaroW Zimmerman, the original ,:••• 

^Hookhand” of campfire ghost stories, tells his 
grandchildren the Tale of the TWo Evil Teen-agers, 


AGENDA 


Exhibitions 

■ A group exhibition entitled 
“Aura Mediterranean" by the 
Spanish Catalan Masters of 
the 20th century continues at 
the Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts till 28 October. 

■ Art Exhibition by Abdul 
Kader Bakheet continues at 
Institute Cervantes till 30 Oc¬ 
tober. 

■ An Exhibition of painting 
and waving entitled “ Mur¬ 
murs of Our Land ” by Riham 
Ghossib and Bani Hamidu 
continues at Bani Hamida 
House till 30 October. 

■ ^Oriental Gem Trees” by 
Latifi Hamdan at ihe Royal 
Cultural Center finish today 
23 October. 

■ An Exhibition of painting 
hy Bahraini artist Sheikh Rash¬ 


id Al Khalifa continues at Doa.’ 
Al Fiiniin till 15 November. _ ;j; 


Him 

■ The Remains of the Day, at. 
the American Center: Thursday, 
23 October. 5:00 pm. 

■ Fawtty Towers at the British 
Council, Tuesday, 28 October. 
5:00 pm. 

■ Dim Babies at the British 
Council. Wednesday. 29 Octo¬ 
ber, 5:00 pm. 

■ Madame Bovary al the 
French Cultural Centg. 
Wednesday, 29 October. 6.00 
pm. 


Media Fonan 

■ Jordanian Parliamentary 
Election *97, The forum will be 
held at the USIS Auditorium on' 
Wednesday. 39 October at 4c09 
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cinemas 


Programs on JTV 
from 25-31 October 


Philadelphia 1 (Tel: 634149); Escape From LjV 

Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): Mission Impossible 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): Men in Black 

Concord I (Tel: 677420): The Long Kiss Good Night 

Concord II (Tel: 677420): Too Hot To Handle 

Galleria I (Tel: 634149): Con Air 

Galleria II (Tel: 634149): Jungle 2 Jungle 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


MOVIE GUIDE 


SATURDAY 

■2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Twinkle 
230—-Moppet Show 
3:00;—World or Geo 
4:0ft—The Vally Between 
4*30—-Beakmans World 
5:0(1—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 35—Neigh bors 
8:80—Newly Weds 
830—Prism 
9:10—-Time Trax 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—Feature F ilm 
12:00—Allen 


SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—Little Rosey 

2:30— Jonny Quest 

3:00—Energy Express 

3:40—Lucky Luky 

4:00—American Chart Show 

430—-Tarazan 

6:00—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel 

Air 

8:00—Cinema. Cinema. 
Cinema 

8:30—Struggle for 
Democracy 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—One West Waikiki 
11:15—The Bourne Identity 
12:00—Sisters 



2:10—New Kids on the Back 
2:30—My UUle Fairy Tale 
3:00—America's Funniest 
People 

3:30—He Shoot He Scores 
4:00—1 Love Lucy 
4:30—The Boy from 
Andromeda 

5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
8:30—Lois and Clark 
(Superman) 

9:10— Winfrey Show 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Step By Step 


L \mfJv Cohunh 


DIMANCHE 

5:00—Secrets de familie 
5:30—Des chi fires et des 
lettresr 

fi:0O—Magazine 

hum jw rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine pour tous 

7J\n 


1030—Great Defender 
11:15—1 .Remember Nelson 


Lois and Clark ( Superman), Thursday 8:30 pm 

5:15—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Neighbors 
8:00—Murphy Brown 
830—Babylon 5 
9:10—Highlander 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Emergency Room(e.r) 

11:15—Homicide 


MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—-The Show With The 

Mouse 

2:30—Cowboy of the 
Mootnesa 

3:00— Gillette Sports Special 
330—Riding High 
4:00—Animal Show 
4:30—Ocean Girl 


TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Sandocan 
230—CJLO. 

3:00—Sldppy 
330—The Album Show 
430—Square One T.V 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Sara 
8:00—THt 
830—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Jonny Quest 
2:30—Super Dane 
3:00—Secrets of Treasure 
Island 

330 —Spell Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 
4:30—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Grace under Fire 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Kung-Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land's End 
11:00—American Gothic 


FRIDAY 

2:00— Holy Koran 
2:10—Leo The Lion 
2:31)—Fred And Barney 
3:00—Wish Bone 
3:30—Lucky Luke 
4:00—Family Matters 
4:30—NBA 
5:30—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:30—Adventures of Brisco 
Comity 

9:10—Sea Power 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030— Best Seller 
11:15—Feature Film 


LUNDI 

5:U0—Secrets de fumillc 
5:30—Des chifTres et des 
iHlra 

6:00—I'hakusa 

7:00—1 .e journal 

7:15—Magazine scicntifique 

C’int/ snr tint/ 


MARDI 

5:00—Secrets de familie 
5:30—Des chifTres et des 
(citrus 

6:00 —Savoir plus sante 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 


MERCREDI 

5:00—Secrets de familie 
5:30—Des chifTres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Ushuaia 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—E = M6 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 


JEUDI 

5:00—L'invite de marque 
5:30—Fori Boyard 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—I.e dessous des cartes 


SAMEDI 

5:00—Secrets de familie 
530—Des chifTres et des 
lettres 

6:00—La rose des vents 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 


VENDREDJ 

5:30—Madame la cnnseillere 
7:00—Le journal 
7; 15—Magazine 

Alin In ferry 


THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Capsule reviews of current releases 

bishop becomes an occasion for revealing die 


OPINIONS ARE by Los Angeles Times re¬ 
viewers. Ratings by the Motion PfDture Asso¬ 
ciation of America arc: iG) for general audi¬ 
ences: (PG) parental guidance urged because 
of material possibly unsuitable for children: 
(PG-13) parents are strongly cautioned io give 
guidance for attendance of children younger 
than 13: (R) restricted, younger than 17 admit¬ 
ted only with parent or adult guardian; (NC- 
171 no one younger than 17 admitted. 

• Boogie Nights: This dark comedy about the 
adult film business features, among others. 
Mark Wahlbergu Julianne Moore. Bun Re¬ 
ynolds. Don Cheadle and Ricky Jay. (R.i 

• Devil's Advocate: Keanu Reeves is a 
young attorney who joins the firm of the char¬ 
ismatic Al Pacino and finds himself fighting 
for his sou) — literally. Taylor Hack ford di¬ 
rects. (R.) 

• The Edge: What makes this traditional talc 
of men trying to survive in the Alaskan wilder¬ 
ness worthwhile is the on-screen rivalry be¬ 
tween Anthony Hopkins and Bart the Bear, 
iwo consummate professionals who hold noth¬ 
ing back. Al*o starring Alee Baldwin. Written 
by David Mamet and directed by Lee Tamaho- 
ri. iR.l 

• G.I. Jane: Demi Moore i.s touch the way 
other people think they're lough in this old- 
fashioned combat movie directed by Ridley 
Scott, about a young woman who wants to be a 
Navy SEAL. Moore is great al being deter¬ 
mined. hut determination* see ms to he the only 
quality she's comfortahle projecting on screen. 
/R.) 

• The Game: David Fincher's follow-up to 
“Seven" is a journey into paranoia and manip¬ 
ulation for Michael Douglas* cold-hearted fi¬ 
nancial baron, whose 48th birthday gill from 
his brother (Sean Penn) propels him into a 
“Wcstworld"-like game of life and death. With 
Deborah Kara llnser. Armin Muellcr-Stahl. 
IR.) 

• Gang Related: A more than respectable 
cast, including Tupac Shakur and James Belu- 
shi. can’t rescue an interminable, more than 
usually pointless film about scum of the earth 
cops who panic when their amoral .scam fulls 
upon. Implausible is a mild word for the she- 
naniuans audiences are expected to swallow. 
(R) * 

• IN & OUT: Frank Oz's* farcical comedy of 
the moment is a cooly funny exploration of 
what a chance remark does to the life of high 
school English teacher Howard Brackett i Ke¬ 
vin Kline in a role that makes fine use ul hi.s 
remarkable gift for physical comedyt. The film 
benefits from a deft collaboration between tal¬ 
ents. (PG-13) 

• L.A. Confidential: Director Curtis Hanson 
has taken James Ellroy'*. novel and :t fine en¬ 
semble cast (including Kerin Spacey. Kim Ba¬ 
singer and Danny DeVito) and turned out what 
looks to he the definitive film noir fur this par¬ 
ticular lime and place. Cynical. hypervinJem. 
dripping with attitude, its as unnerving as it is 
irresistible. (R.) 

• Lilies: An aging convict’s confession to a 


betrayal that involved both men in their youth. 
(Unrated.) 

• Men In Black: Tommy Lee Jones and Will 
Smith are the kings of cool as government 
agents determined to keep visiting "aliens from 
messing up planet Eanh. A lively summer en¬ 
tertainment thai marries a deadpan sense of hu¬ 
mor with the siraneest creatures around. (PG- 
13) 

• Most Wanted: Kecncn Ivory Wayans is a 
Persian Gulf war hero trying to elude capture 
on the streets of Los Angeles after being 
framed for assassinating the First Lady. Jon 
Voight and Paul Sorvjno co-star. (R.j 

• The Peacemaker: Action aplenty as 
George Clooney and Nicole Kidman costar as 
brave Americans irying to track down stolen 
nuclear warheads. First lime feature director 
Mi mi Lcder has a zest for action hut. inevita¬ 
bly. the character moments suffer. (R.I 

• Plan B: Gary Leva's ensemble romantic 
comedy about a group of five ihirtysnincthing 
friends stars Jon Crycr. Lance Guest and Lisa 
Dart. (Unrated, t 

• Playing God: David Duchovny is -a surgeon 
who is drawn into the underworld us criminal 
Timothy Hutton's "gunshot doctor." (R.I 

• Rocket Man: This Disney space adventure 
comedy is too trite to take off. Harland Wil¬ 
liams stars as an ultra-nenly. ultra-klutzy gen¬ 
ius who by fluke winds up on the first manned 
space mission to Mars. With Jessica Lundy. 
William Sadler and Beau Bridges. (PG.) 

• Seven Years In Tibet: Forget all that talk 
about the Nazi post of mountaineer Heinrich 
Harrer. tutor to the Dalai Lama. This is an old- 
fashioned star vehicle that allows Brad Pitt to 
lake off his shirt despite Tibert's chilly climate 
nnd has more in common with "Lost Horizon” 
than anything remotely political. (PG-13) 

• Soul Food: Writer-director George Till¬ 
man's partially autobiographical memoir is an 
infectious blend of humor, sentiment and 
melodrama, about an African American family 
threatened with disintegration when its matri¬ 
arch (Irma P. Hall) becomes seriously ill. Va¬ 
nessa L. Williams. Vivica A. Fox and Nia 
Long star as Hall's three daughters. (R.) 

Gt Umm KuUhum: A Voice Like Egypt: Mi¬ 
chael Goldman's documentary on the legen¬ 
dary Arab singer. Omar Sharif narrates. (Un¬ 
rated i 

• U-Turn: Director Oliver Stone is the latest 
director to try his hand at a bleakly comic, ni¬ 
hilistic ncn-noir in the style of writer Jim 
Thompson A lot of style and skill invested in 
(rifling material makes this a sporadically 
amusing waste of time. Sean Penn. Jennifer 
Lopez and Nick Nolle star. (R.i 

© Year Or The Horse: Neil Young did Ihc 
score for Jim Jarmusch's "Dead Man." Now 
ibe director captures Young and his hand Cra¬ 
zy Horse onstage. (R.) 


M Times Washington Post News Service 
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ACROSS ___ 

1 Commandment 

word 
5 Newts 

9 Title of respect 
in coton'tal Incfia 

14 Lend a band _ 

15 Hoolbeat sound 

16 Banish 

17 Shankar opus 

18 Resort island 

19 In no way 

20 Recovered 

23 Outer, abbr. 

24 —your 5 ®* 

25 LaScala 
section 

27 Wndofbultet 
30 Wrinkle 

34 Gin fig 

SSSKi— 


42 Short skirt 

43 Cafeau 

44 Things to sen 

45 Artist's pigment 

47 Title of courtesy 

48 — seed 
(detenorate) 

50 Heating 
ointment 

51 intuitive tetters 
54 Upshots 

59 Cottonwood 

61 Injure 

62 Columnist 
Barrett 

63 Waldorf is °ne 

64 HcBy blower 

65 UnWemstmg 

66 Blackwood 

67 Virginia E one 

68 Put on board 


DOWN , 

1 Kind of way 

2 Lot 


3 Russian sart 

4 Promising 

5 Cream puff 
cousin 

6 Coquet 

7 Fuss 

8 Utter 
pompously 

9 Mater 

10 Chopper 

11 Bee colony 

12 HoUy 

13 Old-time actor, 
Lahr 

21 Performs 

22 More pleasing 

26 Navy VIP 

27 Mine cars 

28 Spokes 

29 Organic 

compound 

31 Old Greek 
marketplace 

32 Designating 
certain ■ 


languages 
33 Expunge 

35 Macaw 

36 12 

37 Fate 
40 Earfy 

phtosopfier 
44 MuraTs place 

46 Unimportant 
person 

47 Animal 

49 Additional 
person 

50 Carried 

51 Life of Riley 

52 chunky portion 

53 —Alto, CaL 
55 London gaBery 
96 Actress Bayes 

57 Arthurian lady 

58 Marquis de— 
60 Supply a craw 


THIS WEEK’S- * ** 

* HOROSCOPE * 


By Linda Black 


Weekly Up: The sun’s going from Libra to Scorpio. 
There's a flurry of activity. Garage sales and swap meets will 
do very welL 

Aries (March 2l-Aprfl 19). There is a flurry of activity. 
Make changes now. They’D be much harder later. Romance 
blossoms but there's not enough money. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Get paperwork out of the 
way. You’re at your most efficient A partner demands more 
attention- Get used to it. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). A breakfast date is fun bur 
don’t be late to the job. There's money coming in. especial¬ 
ly if you’ve worked to cam it 

Cancer (Jane 22-JnJy 22). Handle the hard stuff. If you 
can do it quickly enough, it won't be overdue after all. 
You're mud) stronger with the moon in your sign. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Contact your friend for the latest 
assignment Get as much writing done as you can. You're 
confident but that may not be enough. A stubborn friend may 
stall long enough io win the argument. 

Virgo (Ang. 23-Sept. 22). A friend of yours gets loo? of 
attention. Some of it’s even the positive kind. Provide sup¬ 
port. You’re helping more than you realize. Don’t let a buUy 
push yon around. Do what’s required and no more. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct 23). Finish up whatever you’ve been 
working on. It’s time to hired it in. If you go along with your 
boss's wishes, you'll make lots of points. If you argue, you 
won't Save your comments for your friends. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). You’re lucky and gening 
luckier. Sign up for a cruise. Study your foreign language. 
You may need it soon. Laugh at the boss's lame jokes to 
improve your chances for a promotion. You’ll still have to do 
tbe work, however. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Use new information to 
find a way to pay off your debts. Concentrate on studying 
finances. Travel looks attractive and so does someone who 
could take you there. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Get paperwork handled 
now. There won’t be time later. Your life is chaotic. Tbe 
pace is fast but you're learning a lot 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Focus on your work full 
time. If you do, you may be able io play soon. A humorless 
person may not share your enthusiasm for a new game. 

Pfcces (Feb. 19-March 20). Your sweetheart's under 
pressure. Do wfaai you can to tighten the load. You could 
feel a surge of new power. That’s the sun going into Scor¬ 
pio. 

If You’re Haring a Birthday This Week: Take the vaca¬ 
tion of your dreams. Sign up for a cruise. Push yourself far¬ 
ther than ever, literally and figuratively. A conflict leads to 
personal and career growth. 


C 1997, Tribune Me£i Services 
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Rare engravings. Unique views of 
Jerusalem, Jerash, Urn Qais and Petra. 
Also views Syria, the Holy Land, 
Lebanon and Egypt. 

For more information Telefax: 664805. 
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Art politique 

Slogans d’artiste 

Malgre le mauvais temps, la plupart des 

banderoles electorates sont restees bien accrochees Noirs, verts 
ou rouges. les slogans, d defeat dmteresser les electees, 
egaxent leur quotidien. Mais qui se cache dernere 
toute cette litterature ? 
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Elections 


SB! 


dur d’avoir un 




-4 n 
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*So 


M do,^ jours des eleaiom. U es, difficile d'imagmer la 
chambre des deputes. Les electeurs jordamens ne croulerttp . :... 

c'est le moins que l’on puisse dire. _ 


:uir>r 








«Les slogans que je realise s’etalent sur 7 metres de longueur*, Munther, lithographe 
electoral. 


Huit heures par jour 

purtnis plus a dexsiner ties slo¬ 
gans clean mux. C'est le travail 
de Munther Juma'a Yousef, un 
jeune Jordanien de 27 ans. 11 a 

pourtani eiud»6 _ 

chimie. cc hbk 

qui n';i rien u 
avee son 
actuclle aclivi- 

le mais il pre- 9^E.^ 
i isc aussilol : 

-J'ai cmiunen- MMM L^ ' 
cc a jiiin: mes i 

premieres 1Vw4 

lignes quoad F •nSvS 
jetau petit-. \ -■ HS*™'*|fj 

Aprcs i 

I'universiie. il ; 

Iravaille : j 
»Mi m pin.' a , 
eu tin accident 3 

miirtel. A pur- «.- 

nr dc cc mo¬ 
ment-la. j'ai at des responsu- 
hilites dans ma famille. Je 
devais donner a mes frercs la 
ffnssibtue de faire une car- 
riirre ►. Durani la campagne 
6 lee corale. Munther n'a pas tie 
temps a iui. II iravaille en 
meme temps pour deux eandi- 


dats de la cinquiemc eircon- 
scription d'Amman. Pour cha- 
cun d eux, il a dejii prtyxfflfi 30 
banderoles. -Les slogans que jc 
realise s'etalcnl stir 7 metres de 
longueur. Ceil vrai que cela 
fait beaucoup de ' 
travail mais cc 
4 ’ n'rst riot quoad 

^B jc vi us U rcsul- 

tai*. se rejouit- 
il. Munther dcs- 
sine directement 

sur ’ cs ^ ande ' 
Jp’" roles qu'il <H6- 

F ^ route 

complement 
sur le toil de son 
immeuble. 11 
ecrii d'abord le 
slogan politique 
au crayon puis 
repasse avec de 

- la couleur : 

noire, rouge ou verte selon les 
godls. Pour r£ali5er ses ceuvres. 
le jeune homme pretere etre 
seul en tkoutant la chanteuses 
libanaise Fayrouz : *Mais il y a 
des jours ou la compagnie de 
mes amis ne me deplait pas, 
eonfie-t-il, ils opponent un peu 


de sourire dans mon travail ». 
Munther ne cache pas son peu 
d'interet pour la politique. C'est 
b peine s'il fait attention aux 
slogans qu'il recopie. Un jour, 
il a propose quelques idees. 
comme defend re les droits des 
femmes. Sans succes. Depuis. 
i! s'adonne a sa passion litho- 
graphique sans trop se poser de 
questions. 

Quand il a du temps librc. il 
• cuisine, surtout des sucrerics et 
il chante : *J‘aime chanter en 
anglais et j'adore la demure 
chanson d'Elton John : Candle 
in die wind-, cxplique-t-il en 
toute simplicity. Au fond de 
lui. ce jeune homme frais et 
vigourcux reve d'autres hori¬ 
zons que les banderoles propa¬ 
gandises dc Jordanie. Munther 
a deja cu I’occasion de pcrfcc- 
tionner son art a I’universiie ou 
en composant des panneaux 
publicitaires. Mais il espfere re- 
joindre un jour I'lrak. -hereout 
de ian du Moyen-Orienf •>. 
pour tout connaitre des secrets 
de la lithographic arabe. ■ 


Amineh Istatay 


Le 13 OC^o3&?e der¬ 
nier. Ic quotidien al-Arah .tl- 
Yuuin a public un Mmd.igc ^ur 
les elections : une ciiquetc 
d'opinions realistic sur un 
echantillon Ue 5‘)5 personnel ct 
dans toutes les regions du 
rvyaume. D'aprcs les resuliais 
obienus. 4S r .f des Jordanien'* 
croicni que les elections ne se- 
ront pas honnetes. 44 1 ..-. que la 
decision des Frures Musultnans 
de hnycouer le scrutin cm in- 
corrccte : 72‘/r des personnel 
imerrogees assureni qu'cllcs 
iront aux times le 4 nnscinhre. 
Enlin fi2 r v exigent 
I'aniendcmeni de la i"i clecn»- 
ralc ditc dc la -vnix unique-. 

Lc sondage dal-Arab al- 
Youni esi insiruclil mais reste 
I'cxception qui con Hr me la 
regie en Jordanie. pas 
d'cnqueics d'opininns -'u Jc 
projections sur la future compo¬ 
sition de la chambre des depu¬ 
tes. pendant ia campagne elec¬ 
torate. 

La premiere raison semhlc 
d'ordre juridique. Ismail Aboti 
Soundous. direct cur adjoint du 
depancmcni des staiistiqucs iu- 
dique que. scion la lui. auctin 
organisms* ne peut crteeiuer de 
sondage sans I’autorisaiion 
prcalahle de son departemenu 
qui esi un organisms indepeu- 
uant d'etat. Par ailleurs. souls 
les echaiuilions de population 
que celui-ci met au point sont 
reeonnus el peu vent etre em¬ 
ployes ices panels dependent 
des resuliais Uu recenscmem 
uaiitmal que le depanement or¬ 
ganise tous les dix «ui quinze 
ansi. Si non. les conclusions du 
sondage ne sont pas avalisces 
scicntitlquemem. Cet obstacle 
juridique a etc conhrme par 
Mustapha Haniantch. lc direc- 
teur du Centre d eludes strate- 
ciqucs a I'universiie de Jorda¬ 
nie. L'institut n’a toujnurs pas 
public les resuliais d'une elude 
menee sur le chomage il y a un 


uu. puree qu'il n’a pus collubord 
awe le depanement des stalis- 
liques. 

D'autrc part. Mustapha 
Hamnmch fail remarquer que 
les sondages d'opinions coutent 
ehcr. de 50 a 60.000 JD. ct sent 
dilliciies il rcaliser en raison 
des nuances iribales ct poli- 
tiques du pays. 

Brel’, les conditions dc reali¬ 
sation d'une enquete d'opinions 
ue sont pas simples. Cc pend ant 


certains services d'&au tels 
que le ministfere de 11nt6rieur, ■ 
effectueraieni des sondages 
pour leur propre compte, son¬ 
dages dont les rfcultats reste- 
raient alors secrets. Et puis il y 
a le sondage d'al-Arab el-Yom. 
Le quotidien a pnJcisd lore de 
sa publication que I'&hantillon 
de personnes utilise avail 
con^u piar le depanement des 
staUstiques. 

Par ailleurs. sans dire s'il a 
obtenu un accord en bonne et 


due forme du dgpartement. le 
ridacteur en chef du- journal 
Taher Udwan affirme avoir fait 
appel a un expert en sondages 
et d'avoir suivi ses reconunan- 
dations. Quant-au prix du sond- 
age, le joumaliste reste dvasif. 
Refusant de donner un chiffre. 
Taher Udwan laisse entendre 
que le coOt dc .reparation n'a 
pas 6t4 considdrable. 11 esi vrai 
que ce sont les prop res jouma- 
listes et employes du journal 


qui se sort transfofmes 
deurs dans les diff4rentes 
gions du pays pour les-besorts^^w 
de la cause. Lejeu en yaot-fl l4; r^W 
chandelle ? Lejan:m6medc -K 


hrcatlw:*!^ 


vtHMivn**'* *-j . 7*Xr 

publication de .l , eflquftfc-- i AB^A‘| , j 
Arab el-Yom n'a- sans dqgffijjgjj 


w). hut tf.c 


pas augment^ seosiblemert-seK^^^^e 
ventes. Mais le quodc tieit^p wlt;^^^ 
esperer des retombdes 
sondage en forme de scoop. 

Suleiman Sweisfe 
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zines fran^ais ainsi.qoe. ta lel^visjon 
pubGent a intervalles re^tfiers les r6- 
>^1 1 sol tats de sondages .d'opinions snr.Ie 

; barom4tre politique, la popnlaiite des 

I V \ X'AS^ et ties grands leaders poEtiques 

/) v 1 t «»ng que sur des themes d'actuallti les 

. I \ \ ^Stte^^n&ie ties sondages,* cette 

- - 'At ^ sondomania, est encore pln^ forte 4 

I’occasion. des Sections. Matin, midi et 
so * r »Francis sontalors^ssommes 
t d’estimations, de projecfSotB '/et de 

- = : pourcentages entous genres. Or 7 mfane 

si les sondages ont atteint un tres haut niveau de precision, il^agit too? 
jours d’-instantanes* : ce qu’oublient sou vent les commenta^s'flg 
les ana I y sent C’est ainsi qu’en 1995, les sondages annom^ientEguaid 
Balladur devant Jacques Chirac au premier tour des elections presi^n- 
tieiles. Les observateurs s’appuvaient a qni mieux Hueux sur prevr- 
sions des instituts sans terrir compte des niarg^d ermtr de pio^uis 
points en raison de I’indedslon des flecteure. Cest finalenKrt Cbjrae 
qui remporta I’flection. Depuis cet episode, bien qolls les.util^ent .tou? 
jonrs ahondamment, poUtiques, joumalistes, commentoteufs et opto® 
pubbque considerate; les sondages d’opinions avec mefiance, ou partofi 
avec humour, comme id Plantu, dans le magaziiteZ^^lf, an mo¬ 
ment des Sections legislatives de Join 97. ■ . - . 
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Television 


Meteo 




Le satellite ; objet de tous les desirs 

t ys ir r\_ 


La television par satellite est apparue en Jordanie avec la guerre du Golfe. Depuis, 
les paraboles ne cessent d ’envahir les toits des villes du royaume. Mats l introduction 
de programmes venus du monde entier divisent encote les foyeis. 


Quand Amman devient une piscine w 

La semaine demiere, Amman a connu ses premieres pluies 
torrentielles. Comme chaqueannee . lesoragesontprovoque d^\ ^ ;: m 
inondations dans plusieurs rues de la capitate. ; 

Le Jourdain vous dit pourquoL ; , . ; 


La detente, la distrac¬ 
tion... pereonne ne peut s’en 
piLsser. A la fin d'une longue 
jnurnee Ue travail, chacun dc 
nous, ehcrchc a se re poser, a 
uublier les soucis de la vie quo- 
tidienne et tous se> perils d6- 
rangements. Eien sur. it chacun 
sa maniere. Il y a les sorties en 
hoile. les pique-niques. la pra¬ 
tique d'un .spun, \lalgr4 cette 
diversity, la tele cl surtout le 
satellite se laillcni la part Uu 
lion. Revenus limites ou simple 
habitude 7 Lc peuple jordanien 
est souveni qualifi4 de serieux ; 
il prelcre passer son lemps en 
famille que Uc sortir boire un 
pot avec des amis. Aussi en 
rcniram it la maison. on a tous 
lendancc ii allumer la television 
sj»ns meme y pc riser. -La televi¬ 
sion aide it me rente tire it 
I'tiisc. ii me reltLxer. QuojuI je 
regard,- un film, je me sens 
tcllcmcnt p ris par f tic lion que 

jc tic pense plus it rivn. Et puis 

cela ni'nidc aussi ii bien dor- 

mir«. affirme Fans, architecie 
dc 37 ans. 

Aujnurd hui avec le satellite, 
e'est encore mieux. On peut 
faire le tour du monde en pas¬ 
sant d'une chaine a I'autre. Les 
satcljites nnt transforme noire 
plunctc Terre en un petit vil¬ 
lage. Les paraboles qui fleuris- 
sent sur les toils, un peu partout 
dans le royaume. oni vu Ic jour 
en Jordanie au debut des an- 
nccs 90. plus precis4ment pen¬ 
dant la guerre du Golfe. Gr&ce 
au satellite, les gens pouvaient 
suivrc les demiers d4vcloppe- 
tnenu. dc ccttc guerre «en di¬ 
rect* en regardant CNN. A*. 
I'epoquc le satellite elait encore 
un luxe. II est presque devenu 
aujourd'hui une ndcessitfi, Cest 
en tout cas 1'avis de Hind, 
femme au Ibycr : -Mon mart 


est a la retraite mais il y a trois 
ans. il a commence un projet 
agricole sur I'un de ses terrains 
ii 200 kilometres d'Amman. II y 
vet encore deux ou trois fois par 
semaine et son loisir prefire, 
quand il rentre ct la maison 
completentent cptdse. e'est dc 
regarder la tele , explique-i-elic. 
les programmes dc la premiere 
chaine sont tcllcmenl ridicules 
qu'il prefire ceux dc la 
druxieme. Et encore, parfais 
ils sont egalement monotones. 
11 nous arrive souveni de pas¬ 
ser la soiree a jongler d'une 
chaine a I'autre en esperant 
toniber sur un feuilleton inte- 
rcssant ou un bon film. Alors 
il y a une semaine nous avons 
decide d'acheter un satellite 
en raison de ia variete dcs 


programmes proposes •. 

Mais question : les chaines 
satellites, peui-on s'en passer ? 
Apparemment oui puisque 5^- 
seulemenl de la population jor- 
danienne s'est fail installer une 
parabole ct que la plupart resi¬ 
dent dans 1’cst d’Amman. 
L'acc&s aux satellites est pour- 
tani devenu plus abordable que 
jamrns avec des prix tres bas el 
toute une s4rie d'offres excep¬ 
tion nel les. afin d’encourager les 
gens 5 acheter (h partir de 250 
JD1. 


Pour ou eontre ? 

Or en province, certains hab¬ 
itants ne savent meme pas que 
la dcuxi&me chaine pxisic. 
«Avoir un satellite, il n'en est 
pas question, souligne Oroub 


avec fcrmelc. dejii. •’« tie rc- 
gardc jtmutis la dctixiemc 
chaine. comment v,ndcz-vous 
qit'on achcre tin satellite ? De 
plus, j'ai qiuttrc enfants. Ils 
snnt difficilcs a r,mirolcr. Sou- 
vcnl je le v cnvoic dans la rue 
pour jotter avec les antis. 
Comme cela je suis sure que la 
tele restcru cteinte. Sous 
sommes une famille tres e,m- 
servalrirc. tri-s croyante... pour 
nous, hi deuxieme est prcsqttc 
un tahou-. 

Une fois introduil dans la 
maison. le satellite peut 
d'ailleurs rapidement se reveler 
tres nuisible pour le foyer >Lr 
satellite cree des pmhlemes 
con jit gain', des disputes eitire 
les enfants qui n'arrivent ptis d 
sc ntelirc d'ttccord sur tci ou tel 
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Settlement S% des Jordamens auraient chez eux la television par satellite. 


programme, sc plaint Suha, 
qui a eummcnc4 it etre en re¬ 
tard au travail le jour ou le sat¬ 
ellite a 4ic installc. jc me sens 
hnti lc temps faliguee cl je n’ai 
plus envic dr faire grand 
i ■hose it hi maison ». 

Chez les jeuncs. les points 
dc vue divergent. II y a lex pru- 
dents : -Lc satellite est une 
epee it double tranchant. cs- 
time Adel. eludianl a 
I'universiie de Jordanie. utilise 
de maniere approprice. cela 
s'avt'rc lrev benefique. Pcrson- 
ncllcment. le satellite a enrichi 
mes connaissanccs dans les 
Jomaines qui m’interessent. 
Mais 1‘absence dc surveillance 
jvtrentale pt'id etre desastreus- 
cs pour les enfants -. 11 y a les 
inconditionncls comme Ruula. 
qui a vraiment insisle pour 
avoir le satellite a fa maison : 
-Cela me prnnet de rester en 
contact avec la longue ira- 
limnc que j’ai eluduv pendant 
Jcttx ans. Autremenl j’ai du 
mal it trottver tptrlqu'iut avec 
qui la pratiqtter. Et puis les 
programmes qui passenl d la 
television jordttnienne snnt en- 
mtyeiLX. sans purler des emis¬ 
sions qui repassent sans ar¬ 
ret-. II y a enfin les 
eategoriquemem contras. Ruba 
par cxemplc pense que le satel¬ 
lite est unc pene de temps : 
«Des qu'on sc met devant 
I'rcrun. on ue houge plus. Lit 
tele ntnts em/ieehe de faire tra- 
vaillcr nut re esprit. EUv tue 
natre ereativitc. Je prefire 
m'ennuyer de lemps en temps 
plulai que tic me sentir hatuli- 
copee par une machine». Sa¬ 
tellite ou pas. Ic d£bai reste ou- 
vert. Pendant cc temps, la forct 
dc paraboles urignntc lc ciel dc 
la Jordanie. ■ 


Runs Kawur-Bagaeen 


Des pluies violentes : 
plusieurs mfetres cubes d'eau 
s'abauent en quelques minutes 
suriaville. 

Un reseau d'egouts mat 
adapte : les conduits sont sou¬ 
veni trop petits par accueillir le 
surplus d'eau et surtout pas as- 
sez nombreux. Selon la munici¬ 
pality. Amman compte pres de 
220 kilometres dc canalisations 
dc drainage alore qu'il cn fau- 
drait trois fois plus. D’aprfcs 
Ahmad Zoughol. I'un des inge- 
nicure dc la mairie, la villc dc- 
vrait effectuer * plus de 60 mil¬ 
lions Jc dinars dc travaux pour 
avoir un reseau perfamutnt ». 
capable d'absnrber toute I'eau 
cn cas de fortes pluies. Au- 
jourd'hui encore certains quar¬ 
ters dc la villc ne sort pas 
equipts dc conduits 
d'evacualion. -Lc budget ac¬ 
me! csl limite a environ un mil¬ 
lion de dinars par on*, prficisc 
encore Tingenieur. 

La salete, complice du 
mauvais temps. Pendant plu- 
sieurs mois d'affiIrSe. il ne picul 
pas a Amman. La poussifire. Ic 
sable s’accumulent dans les ca¬ 
nalisations ct cncrasseni le rd- 
seau. Avant les premitres 
uverees. les services munici- 
paux >onl churgds dc net toy er 

tous les conduits mais certains, 
par leurs dimensions dtroites. 
nc sont pus faciles h rtcurcr. 
Par ailleurs. le premier grand 
lessivage emportent avec lui 
loulcs les vcochonncries* qui 
sc sont d£pos£es dans toute la 
vilJe. 

Un relief de djebels : I’eau 
ddgringolc des diffdrentea col- 
iines d’Amman vers les points 
les plus bas. 

L 1 urbanisation rdduit les 
zones d'infiltration. Avcc le bi- 
tumc et le bdton. I'eau ne peut 
s'infiltrer dans le sol, comme 
elle le voudrait. Du coup, elle 


ruisselie plus iongteraps. 

Lc carrcfour a I'intereection 
des rues Gardens et Ibn Sina, 
devant la grande surface 
uSafeway*. 4tait completement 
inonde la semaine demi&rc. 
C'est I'exemplc typique de cc 
qui peut am'vcr quand tous les 
Tacteurs dccrits plus haut sont 
rdunis. Le croisemcnt ressem- 
ble a une cuvette qui recoil par 
consequent toutes les caux 
descendant de Gardens StreeL 
De plus, comme zone belon- 
nee. on ne fait pas mieux. En¬ 
fin. la municipality a pr4vu cfy 
am4nager . un conduit 
d'evacualion adapts afin de 
faire face aux prochaines 
trombes d'eau. Un expert de 


I'eau a Amman fail pourtanr re- 
murquer que dans ce domaine 
les mvesiissemcnts ont jus-, 
qu'ici limitfis : la villc atiendrait 
_ la marine dc- -150 millions.- de 
dollars promise par les bail leurs 
de fonds inlematioriaux pour ; 
restaurer ic reseau d'eau potable 
mais egalement pour des tra.- 
vaux d'assamement... Qubi qu'il 
en soir. le grand nettoyage 
d'automne esi terminy.; Les 
pluies suivantes. moins boucus- 
es. devraient etre mieux' atasbr- 
byes par les -ygoQts de'la villc. 
De quoi nous faire oublier ce 
premier dyiuge... jusqu'a.l'an 
prochain. ■ _ 


Le Jourdain 


C’ est la vie 


L'agenda culturel 


■\& 3. 


Cinema 

Cycle consacre au realisateur Claude Chabrol. V. 
Madame Bovary. avec Isabelle Huppert (2988). 

Emma Bovary. fUJe d'un paysan, epouse un officer j 
de sante. Pleine d'aspirations romanesques, elle est" j 
degoutee de sa vie ermuyeuse. . j 

Mercredi 29 octobre a 20h30 au Centre. culkureT 
frantjais. TeL : 637009/636445/61265S. • 


Exposition! ! 

Picasso, Dali, Mirb... Les plus grands peintres cata- ; 
Ians de ce siecle sont 41a Galerie nationale de Jorda¬ 
nie jusqu'au 28 octobre. Djebel Lweibdeh- 
Mountaza circle. Tous les jours sauf mardi de 9ir a 
17h. Entree libre. 


Exposition 2 

Decouvrez la Bretagne avec les toiles de Patrice 
Cudennec exposees au CCF du 29 octobre au 26.no- 
vembre. 
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■ PARISr—^Whoever made die observation that 
supermodels are freaks of nature was chewing 
on a mouthful of sour fruiL It’s Hue enough that 
very thin women nearly 6 feet tail with pretty 
hair, narrow hips and symmetricaj features are a 
minority so small as to be statistically invisible. 
But they do exist, and if teenage girls didn’t feel 
the hopeless need to deify and emulate them 
they could probably be 
appreciated . as skilled 
Fortiers who' help deco¬ 
rate iwr world. 

:■ The,, amazing thing 
about professional runway 
models is they get no help. 

No-.contro! top pantyhose 
to.' smooth a bulging 
tummy, no Wonderbra to 
push i up. what gravity has 
lowered, no opaque tights 
to cover a bruised leg. In 
most shows, they barely 
even wear underwear, the 
thong being all that separ¬ 
ates them from total nud- 
; ity beneath the clothes. 

Up close, many of them 
aid breathtaking. Some are 
painfully thin, awkward 
giraffes who just happen 
10 wear clothes well. They 
range in age from 14 to 
30. hut rhe older models 
are likely to be in the 
Cindy Crawford class— 
women who’ve attained a 
diversified protile beyond 
modeling. 

Recently, some design¬ 
ers have been favoring the 
naive look. When a new 
girl appears on the run¬ 
way, all wide eyes and 
scrawny legs, we jaded 
fashion journalists roll our 
eyes and whisper. "She’s 
12." Let the designers talk all they want about 



shows, models do have lives they return to. real¬ 
ities that include husbands and babies. Trish 
Goff, an American who started working at 14 
and still isn’t old enough to drink in most states 
has brought her infant daughter to work with her 
this season. Husbands and boyfriends often 
serve as helpers and managers, arranging trans¬ 
portation. keeping track of a complex schedule, 
or just offering foot ruhs and a hedee against (be 
loneliness of the road. 

Many of the best runway 
models arc of indetermi¬ 
nate age. Dressed in their 
borrowed finery, they 
appear far too self-assured 
to be really young, too 
flawlessly beautiful to be 
mature. An exotic stunner 
like Esther Canadas could 
be 18 or 35 (she’s 201. 

Fine-boned. classic 
beauties arc in demand 
now. such as Danielle Z. a 
22-year-old from West 
Virginia and Elsa Benitez, 
a 21 -year-old Mexican 
who projects the qualities 
of the great Italian neo¬ 
realist actresses. 

Then along comes a sur¬ 
prise like Alek Wek. a stat¬ 
uesque 18-year-old from 
the southern Sudan with 
almost no hair, or Karen 
Elson. last year's ■'it"" girl. 
Discovered at 16. the flam¬ 
ing redhead from Man¬ 
chester. England, was 
signed by Chanel for its 
fall campaign, despite or 
because of a very uncon¬ 
ventional look. 

During the collections, 
the hours are long and the 
pace relentless. By the end 
of the Paris shows, the 
girls seem to drag them¬ 
selves down the runway. 


Great Scot 


Ewan McGregor has no 


ordinary career 


By Paul WUlistcin 


freshness and innocence. There’s something 
insulting about using prepubescent girls to show 
clothes that will he sold to the grown women 
who can afford them. 

. Inevitably, those of us who follow the silk 
and polyester road from Milan to Paris to New 
York develop the camaraderie of combat vete¬ 
rans. Feelings of affection and bitchiness alter¬ 
nate. When a well-known model has been miss¬ 
ing from the runways for a while, the standard 
assumption is. "Oh. she's probably in rehab." In 
some cases, that’s the truth. In others, it’s a bum 
rap. 

Between the ready-to-wear and couture 


their fatigue almost painful to watch. We won’t 
shed any tears for these genetically blessed 
women, but they do work hard and face rejec¬ 
tion. Designers can be fickle, casting Amazons 
one season, waifs another. 

As someone who spends a lot of time looking 
ar clothes. I would rather see them on a graceful 
beauty like Shalom Harlow than a real, flawed 
woman, no maner how big her heart or delight¬ 
ful her sense of humor. Call me square, but 1 jusl 
wish the girls would leave their nipple rings 
home. ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


NEW YORK—Ewan McGregor's 
career was in the toilet. 

That was a good thing. His career's 
now is out of this world. 

The young Scotsman who captivated 
fares as the ini let-swimming junkie 
Mark Renton in last year's astounding 
black comedy. “Trainspotting." 
recently completed filming for George 
Lucas' “Star Wars" prequej. 

McGregor, who stars as an inept 
kidnapper in “A Life Less Ordinary." 
which opens on 24 October, hits about 
half a dozen films he's completed or 
will he working on. 

In “A Life Less Ordinary." McGre¬ 
gor plays a janitor named Robert. Alter 
heing downsized out of a job. he takes 
revenge by kidnapping the CEO's 
daughter. Celine (Cameron Dia/.i. As a 
kidnapper, let's say that Robert is a 
good janitor. 

What follows is a rowdy road movie 
set in the great American West that 
travels figuratively from heaven to hell 
and back again. The Him co-stars 
Holly Hunter and Delroy Undo as 
celestial cops on a mission from 
Gabriel. 

McGregor, who turned 26 in June, 
starred in ‘Trainspotting.” a $2.3 mil¬ 
lion budgeted Him released in 1996 
which look in 575 million worldwide 
and is the second biggest grossing llim 
in Great Britain, after “Four Weddings 
and a Funeral” ("The FullMuniy" may 
surpass both). 

His career got a big boost with his 
award-winning performance as a jour¬ 
nalist in the grimly humorous "Sluil- 
low Grave" (1994). 

The $12 million budgeted “A Life 
Less Ordinary." which is being 
released by 20th Century Fox. reunites 
McGregor with the highly regarded 
’Trainspotting” and "Shallow Grave” 
team of director Danny Boyle, writer 
John Hodge and producer Andrew 
Macdonald. 

Hodge said that McGregor's part in 
“A Life Less Ordinary” was written 
expressly lor him. The grateful McGre¬ 
gor. in town for a round of interviews 
and to visit with his friends in Oasis 
who appeared on "Saturday Night 
Live.” said he'd work with Boyle and 
company regardless of the script: 


''nicy’re true, inspirational 
filmmakers. I have complete 
trust and faith in them. What’s 
brilliant about them is their 
loyally and their belief in the 
team, and how the Him is nll- 
impornini. If I wasn’t righL for 
the part. 1 wouldn’t be cast in 
it. I know that." 

Apparently, writer-director 
Lucas also thought McGregor 
right for the part of young Obi- 
Wan Rcnohi in “Star Wars: 
Episode I." first in a long- 
awaited prequel trilogy. 

Phase one of principal pho¬ 
tography wrapped 26 Septem¬ 
ber at Leavensdcn Studios in 
London following location 
work in Italy and North Africa. 
According to the Fox Web site. 
Lucas plans to reassemble the 
cast next year for phase two of 
the filming. "Episode I" is 
scheduled lor release in May 
IW9. 

'"Star Wars' was a brand- 
new thing for me." said 
McGregor. “I felt I was start¬ 
ing jgain in a way. 'cause I've 
never done a big (budget) 
movie before, nor have 1 ever 
done a movie that demanded 
sc. many special effects. 

"It's incredibly hard work— 
those (special effects) films. 
It's a real slog. It's not about 
jusl sitting down and rinding 
the scene, or blocking the 



scene and playing it. It’s different, in a 
satisfying way." 

McGregor said he was contractually 
prohibited from revealing anything 
ahoui his "Star Wars” character or the 
film's storyline. 

A native of Crief f. Scotland. McGre¬ 
gor worked at the Penh Repertory' 
Theatre he l ore training at London's 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama. 
His first screen role was in 1903 as 
Hopper in Dennis Potter's BBC televi¬ 
sion series. "Lipstick On Your Collar.” 

"Star Wars". notwithstanding, the 
cheeky and conversationally profane 
McGregor said his fans were e\ciied 
about his guest appearance on NBC- 
TV's Top 10 medical drama. "ER.” 
“I've done 12 movies now. anJ people 
went. ’You're doing ‘ER’!” 


. McGregor recalled. 

But McGregor may'have provided 
himself the wrong kind of notoriety in 
Utah, where "A Life Less Ordinary” 
was filmed from September to mid- 
December 1996. after nine weeks of 
pre-production that began there in July. 

He told The New Ynrk Post that dur¬ 
ing the three months he was in ('lah to 
shoot the film he thought the state was 
“the most conservative, closed- 
minded, uptight place I've everheen." 

Explained McGregor "I’ve been 
caught saying the most awful things 
about Utah. I’ve said some flippant, 
rode things to journalists that suddenly 
came out in bold print. And I'm apolo¬ 
gizing to everybody.” 

"In fact, they made us feel so wel¬ 
come there. We had a really nice time 


there. And it's a really beau¬ 
tiful stale.” Still. McGregor 
eouIdn'L resist adding. 
"However, it is a rather 
strange town. Sail Lake, 
isn’t ilT 

McGregor dncsn'l know 
whether he would go to a 
premiere for "A Life Less 
Ordinary" in Salt Lake City, 
should one he held there. 
"I’m afraid of being shot by 
a Utah militiaman." 

Upcoming for McGregor: 
"Eye of the Beholder.” 
directed by Stephan Elliot 
(‘The Adventures of Pris¬ 
cilla: Queen of the Desert"): 
"The Rise and Fall of Little 
Voice." based on a stage 
show being ' adapted and 
directed hy Mark Herman 
(“Brassed Off). and 
"Rogue Trader." directed by 
James Dcurden ("Fatal 
Attraction” screenwriter) 
from the 1995 book by Nick 
Lceson, the former Barings 
Bunk derivatives trader 
serving 6 years in u Singa¬ 
pore prison for fraud alter 
losing $1 billion and break¬ 
ing the hank. 

McGregor's other credits 
include • “Nightwatch.” 
which hasn't been released 
domestically; “Velvet Gold¬ 
mine," also to he released. 
“Brassed Off" C97): 'The 
Pillow Book" t'96); “Emma" Oh), and 
''Serpent's Kiss.” 

Or laic, McGregor has had little 
time to hang out. “I like to look at my 
wile and kid and see what (hey look 
like." he said. 

McGregor met his wife. Eve. a 
French native and production designer, 
during the making of a television 
show. They live in London with their 
daughter. Clara. 20 months old. 

”1 ride motorcycles—so I like to do 
that. When I eel a moment. I play golf. 

I haven't got a handicap. I'm not there 
vet. But 1 played a lot in Utah. 

"I'm nut a great football player. It’s 
my one failing :ln a bloke." ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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We save you more 



ThJTmost pleasurable shopping 
experience It's ju<t about 
e\ervthing you need, at low prices 
Amrnan-7ih CircW Tel' 814129 



JCARENA 


Amman - Tla A1 AM - Al 
Wefaq Garden, 

Tel. 079-61437 



SSKAUtUUC 


Home of the Char GriB 
For off your special 
occasions West End has a 
special surprise for you 


Open Da3y 1230 pm. - Midnight 

. Shmeisarti above (Mi Bouse 


For Reservation TeL 693053 


rp, 


'arkg. 


Mr aome taaae 
sandwiches & Cakes 
Hubly Buhly 
Hot & Cold Drmks 
ICECREAM 

Amman NeerAl-Rabk Grek 
TeL 5534423 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

Is/ Circle. Jabal Anuiuw. 
near AhUyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily l2:00-3:30p.ni 
7:1)6- Midnight 

Tel ZSJSSZ 
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Coryxfort 


gJE*, Hotel Suites 


Jf„ Luxury 
Jt Comfort 


J| Service 
Jt Location 


In the ^of 
Sweifyieh 


Tel 


s 
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0 

ORLANE 

Beautv Institute 


0 facial' 

0 tfodv ykin trtuliacni 
0 Make-up 

O European manicures <v 


Qweider Trading Est 

Tel: 695049 


few Yk* S®** 


. a s, -%&&&> Men*** 

h o s p 11 am 


S Our5pecialt 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


room 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darot! Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


-JTA- 

=3* 
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Sestaozant 4 Coffee Shag 


-AI Rabia*-Safa-Complex, 
-bear Chinese Embassy 
*•’ : •.- TeL $5/5903 
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COMPUTING & HIG>r'TECH 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 



IT uses in higher education, enjoyed by a Jordanian abroad, 

A perspective from London! 



INCERF 


The freedom of the press becomes a fact: 

‘Net’ freebies limit 


government interference 


By Jabra Gbneim 

Special to The Star 
ONE OF the greatest features 
about the Internet is its ability 
to break barriers, physical and 
conceptual. 

In this Internet age. gov¬ 
ernments will no longer be 
able to infringe on the rights 
of people to express them¬ 
selves. This week. I discov¬ 
ered new places in cyber¬ 
space. Trudy ‘Virtual Hyde 
Parks' where people can 
siandup and express them¬ 
selves not only to their 
locale, but also to the world 
as a whole. 

Among those places is an 
Internet site called Geo- 
cities. fin exchange for your 
personal information you 
can have a FREE Internet 
site with 2 megabytes of 
space, or about 700 pages 
of text. The site is a city which 
is divided into neighborhoods. 
Each neighborhood deals with a 
specific topic which you might 
like to discuss. 

I chose (he politics neighbor¬ 
hood (called Capitol Hill), 
which is very suitable for peo¬ 
ple with strong political opin¬ 
ions. One of the main things 
that those who sponsor the site 
want visitors to understand is 
that you can't use the site com¬ 
mercially. and that you can't use 
it to post any kind of porno 
material, f was impressed with 
this site for many reasons. One 
main reason was because of 
what sites like this mean for 
people in countries (like Jordan) 
where ihe democratic process 
and the nature of the social con¬ 
tract isn't fully understood. 

It basically means that people 
who make a living by express¬ 
ing their opinions won't go 


hungry because the government 
decides to shut them down. A 
friend of mine asked. 'But can't 
a firewall be built to stop peo¬ 
ple from accessing these sites?' 
Actually, attempts to do so are 



possible. Many neighboring 
countries arc trying to provide 
such 'services' to their people, 
but this would fail. 

There arc many sites out 
there thai you can be accessed 
by dialing the server they reside 
on. From there you can browse 
the net absolutely unccnsored. 

The only way to censor such 
services is by either censoring 
the telephone services or by 
shutting down telecommunica¬ 
tion services in the whole coun¬ 
try. But. even if governments 
do that, new encryption tech¬ 
nologies which encrypt phone 
calls te.g. PGP Phone by Phi! 
Zimmerman) prevent anybody 
from censoring your calls." Back 
to Geocitics.com. How does a 
site like that earn money? The 
answer simply is advertising 
money. 

I was so appreciative for the 


service the site oilers, that I 
volunteered real personal infor¬ 
mation about myself. Some¬ 
thing advertisers and service 
providers would like to have. 
Also. I allowed them to send 
me ‘junk mail', which is a 
little price hat I don't mind 
paying for 2 MBs of space. 
These" providers also make 
money by renting 10 MB of 
space for 55 a month iS60 a 
year). This way you can use 
the site commercially, have, 
your own domain name, 
and do anything else you 
want. Other search engines 
on the Internet provide sim¬ 
ilar services, though not as 
professionally as Geo¬ 
cities. which by the way 
provides you also with a 
private e-mail no body can 
spy on. Other service pro¬ 
viders. such as Hot Mai I 
<www.hotmail.com> pro 
vides users with a free e-mail 
account. which is also 
uncensored. 

Hotmail also makes money 
through advertising. and 
according to recent reports it is 
doing very well contrary to 
many Internet sites. People who 
have an account with Hotmail 
don’t have to worry about 
changing location, since their c- 
maii address always remains 
the same. 

The lesson to be learnt from 
these ventures, especially for 
Arab web publishers, is that 
super content doesn't come nec¬ 
essarily in the form of e-zines 
(Electronic magazines or fan¬ 
zines) or plain Information and 
links. The sites mentioned in 
this article offer niche services 
addressing the needs of a spe¬ 
cific segment of net users. Get¬ 
ting such niche ideas up and 


By Jaw ad Abbassi 

Reporting from Urn Jon 
‘■WHILE THE world drives nr? 
the right side of the road, the 
English dri\c on the wrung 
one", goes one joke. 

Despite their particular driv¬ 
ing idiosyncrasy, it seems the 
English managed u» success¬ 
fully steer iruproMve imple¬ 
mentations of information tech¬ 
nology in their universities. 

As an enrolled student in an 
Msc program at the London 
School of Economics and Polit¬ 
ical Science 'LSE). I've had 
the chance to experience the 
schools impressive Information 
Technology "instillluiions". 

Right lifter student* register. 
they receive information t>n 
their 'user account' ol the 
school's IT services. The 
account allows the users into 
Ihe school's Window* NT 
based system and into their 
allocated disk space: jn aver¬ 
age of 15 MB. Every major 
building of the school fus open 
access computer rooms that 
can be used by the students for 
general software, email. Inter¬ 
net browsing .mj so forth. The 
5.00U plus student body has 
more than 5H0 PCs scattered in 
computer rooms for their use. 
In total, the school has more 
then 1.51)0 computers installed. 

The IT services include an 
email account based on MS 
Exchange, which can also he 
accessed via the web. All PCs 
have a direct connection t»» the 
Internet, which— due to a pres¬ 


ence nf a proxy solution— is 
relatively fast and convenienL 

Furthermore. whenever 
users log-on into any of the 
workstation PCs. they access a 
standard desktop that includes 
word processing, spreadsheet 
database. Internet, statistics 
and other productivity 
software. 

Windows NTs capabilities 
of assigning user profiles and 
permissions is utilized to make 
sure users don't accidentally 
change network settings or 
hardware configurations. To 
jllow for maximum utility of 
the IT services, special training 
sessions are held for students 
w ho are not familiar with the 
range of software tools availa¬ 
ble on the schools' computers. 

At LSE. all students, what¬ 
ever their department may be. 
have universal and standard¬ 
ized student access to the IT 
resources of the school. This 
guarantees an educational 
experience where IT becomes 
an auxiliary to learning, 
research and communication. 
An example of this is how the 
public folders nf MS Exchange 
are used by many professors to 
jHist relevant reading material 
and assignments in electronic 
form in their students. 

Another very useful aspect 
of IT implementation at LSE. 
is (he Information System used 
Ibr the British Library of Politi¬ 
cal and Economic Science. The 
Oracle based "Unicom" system 
uses a web interface that can be 


accessed from outside of the 
library via LSE’s home page 
(www.lse.ac.uk). 

Students and researchers can 
search for the availability of 
any information from the com¬ 
fort of their homes. The system 
further allows the users to place 
“Holds" on material borrowed 
by other users. Unicom further 
has a feature where users can 
enter their library ID numbers 
to check what items they have 
borrowed and their due date of 
return as well as checking for 
the availability of items they 
had placed a hold on. While 
UNICORN offers a very useful ■ 
database for the physical items 
in the library, another system 
allows to search on-tine CD 
ROMs and their contents. An 
example of the CDs available is . 
one that holds the editions of 
the Economist, whose text can 
be searched for any particular 
keyword. Universities in Jor¬ 
dan should address information 
Systems similarly. where 
emphasis on the utility .of FT is 
demonstrated to all academic 
disciplines. Granted, our ex- 
colonial piasters drive on the 
wrong side of the road and 
have perplexing separation of 
hot and cold water tabs in their 
sinks. This however should not 
hinder us from adopting some 
of their more convenient man¬ 
ners. The IT situation at LSE is 
one good example. ■ 
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Why are notebooM|$) 
behind in Jordan: ' 


ONE HAS to. .wonder why the-notebpok PC . 
not taken off, especially as It's.been jroutkf tWQ toF— 
since notebook PCs dropped jn prica' nakjng tiom 
K) 30% more expensive thaitthari desktop 
other words, the financial obstacle is •partly-i,, 
function of - mobility offered by notebook: PG>;. 
than make up for that reasonable. , 
difference in price! _• 

However,.a main reason dial: . 

notebooks haven’t caught, on : • . r /. ' JB 
seems to- be that the desktop* PG. •_ jp 1 . 
is still in the growth stage incur 
country, and has not yet matured . 
to a degree for consumers to be- 
able to start looking at other 
alternatives like notebooks PCs:, 
and Personal Digital Assistants 
(like the Apple Newton or units 
from Sharp, Philips and otoera). - 

Most customers still want to purchase desktop 
to begin with. It appears that their is an idea iri4h& 
Jordanian customers that notebook PC are a 
getting the desktop first . 

This could-have been true several yeare.ago whfc^ 
book PC couldn't house full-multimedia ftztiw&tCEtf 
sound card and built-in speakers): the expatdabUicjr.ofl 
book PCs was somewhat .limited.; - ~z~\ :~r • r5 

Now, though, this lias all changed witii-aq teboofc .ff%r 
ling their desktop counterparts dri almost eweiyjrapo 
computing. 





imputing. ... . . /' 

Wider screens, reaching M to 1115 inchesjflrrnarijr 


j.j. abbassi @ lseMC.uk 


Ideal Systems & Mac OS 8 Seminar 

7EAL SYSTEMS. di.Miibu- by the President of - . r\ working Mftwa 

irs nf Apple Computers in Jor- Ideal Group. Mr. ix/1 \ >x and hardware soli 
im a mi-mhi-r ill'ihe hlenl Karim Kuwnr. who 1'-lvlL V/L? U tions to them. 


IDEAL SYSTEMS, distribu¬ 
tors nf Apple Computers in Jor¬ 
dan and J member of the Ideal 
Croup of euii’p.mias. held a 
seminar ai sYlarrioi Hotel mi 
Monday 2iHh of October l‘ K, 7 
on the new Apple Macintosh 
Operating System i Mac OS S». 

The seminar which was 
attended by a large number of 
Macintosh user* started by a 
welcoming message presented 


running comes only through a 
deep study of the medium and 
the audience involved, some¬ 
thing I feel many Arab web 
publisher*, still lack. 

At any rale, regardless of any 
financial gains, the ultimate 
winners arc the users. Such ser¬ 
vices give users an unprece¬ 
dented level of power that gov¬ 
ernments can't deprive them ol. 


e-mail: 
GhneimJ'gt’o.cim.jo 


by the President of _ _. 
Ideal Group. Mr. 

Karim Kawar. who 
•ac loomed the audi¬ 
ence and briefed 
them on the Ideal 
Group of companies 
that started back in 
J9H7. wiih Apple 
Computers as ihe 
first company to be 
presented in Jordan 
by the gmup. :uid 
said that now the group has 
lour computer companies all 
working to deliver total inte¬ 
grated solutions for the local 
and the international market 
Ideal Group now has over 
100 employees serving thou¬ 
sands of customers, ideal 
Group represents more than 14 
different companies and 
one ol the largest software 
houses in Jordan and the Mid¬ 
dle East. IdeaiSofL 
Mr. Kawar stressed the idea 
nf offering high level services 
to customers and integrated net- 


working software 
r ]C Q and hardware solu- 
c/l) 0 tions to them. 

The Mac OS S 
was presented to 
the audience by the 
Support Manager. 
Mr. Ghassan Al- 
Kharib, and it 
dearly showed that 
Apple's innova¬ 
tions are stiff lead¬ 
ing the way for 
other to follow in. advanced 
operating systems. 

The main points that the Mac 
OS 8 had were Enhanced Ease 
of Use and system responsive¬ 
ness, new efficient multitask¬ 
ing, state-of-the-art multimedia, 
easy PC file and media 
exchange, built in Internet/ 
Intranet arress and excellent 
backward compatibility. 

It is also worth mentioning 
that Microsoft have recently 
purchased stock in Apple, 
investing $150 million dollars 
in Apple. ■ 


and very improved expandability are feaiures lhai ha 
together with a lower .weight. . .. V :■ 

The resultv is a totally new concept; of coraputingid 
move, of couree. these .developments have been* around 
two years now, and it’s.abotit time we started.to-see- 
PC sales pick up in Jordan!' - \ ’ * 

Some computer suppliers 15poke to, said dtati iff 
to the relatively slow demand on notebooks, 
many units. In fact, most of (Hem offer notebook modi 
the brands they represent on order. 

Another point made by suppliers, which ^yides interest# 
ing insight into, the Jordanian business environments: 
most buyers don’t need a mobile PC at_a]l.Most Joni^ni^ 
businesses that purchase PC systems have ittSilp’PCppai^ 
ing staff who stay in the office. As for sales or raantatipg? 
staff, they rarely even cany an.eiectronic 
to carry a full-fledged notebook PC. ' ;" .' '• 5a ” 

Notebook PC buyers, so far, are a Grhited rimaberof _ 

business executives or home computer hobbyists; jyhp.qaii - 
understand the novelty of a notebook PC and appreciate 
capabilities. 

Having said ail this, it goes without saying that mostJ _ 
suppliers exhibiting at the Middle. East Technology Sfew : 
I'METS) ‘97 will be showcasing notebook TO at iheftbpo&c 
The question is how many do theyliave Tri stockamt “* 
the hopes to sell the .. 4 

A ‘chssy' notebook looks great at . o shcrw; but-frbwr 
people warn to lake it homef - X . H 


I don’t know about you readers out there, trur i wouldo; 
mind a lovely notebook PC myself. One with a powerful.!^ 
tium processor, full multimedia; built-in modem and at 
thon-average screen. Maybe it’s time 1 drnngrf my'old;4^ 
notebook,'and my old 486DX desktop: Now, iFLwere. to'raE 
one new, amazing PC to replace both. what would h, b^ a 
desktop PC or a notebook? Well obYiously v it. seems thdt 
even a notebook advocateiiketuyselfhas todunkabowt tfra^, 
So much for changing attitudes! ■ - 



Historic return to Pekin 


NINETY YEARS ago. Prince Scipione Bor- 
ghese entered Paris 60 days after leaving 
Peking to win Ihe first Peking-Paris Rally. In 
1907 GirWorld is pleased to announce it is 
following one of only two all-women 
teams in the second Peking- 
Paris event Jennifer Gillies 
and Francesca Sternberg 
are competing in this 1 

amazing race in a 1964 jf' 

Volvo Amazon, called 

Gordon. Wc will be put- 

ting up pictures and regular 

reports from the pair as they 

race the lO.tXXl miles hack into Europe. 










i ’m 






Back in 1907, Prince Scipione was the 
first of four crews to reach 
toe French capital, the fifth 
163111 in 3 ^ onta * cycle-car, 
ypFZfS Cl failing to finish; they were 
found dying of thirst in the 
J Gobi Desert, their mistake 

having been to throw out 
the bottles of champagne they 
were carrying to save weight. The 
Prince won the race driving an Itala, and 
was even able to indulge himself with a 
2.000km diversion to St Petersburg en route, 
where he had been invited to a gala dinner 
ball held in his honour. Apparently, there 
were "many fine ladies" 
! ’ attending;, so what could 

he do but go! 

- r '‘' . Anyway, after a good 

2 night on toe town in 

'"•--'T: imperial Russia, he set 

-£**’•/< .*■ off and rejoined the race 

^ and arrived in Paris a full 

fcy }-. week in front of the oth- 

crs. The second race fea- 
Mfa? aKSfe turcs rather more than the 
five competitors from the 
% criginal race. 96 in all 

will set off from Peking 
on Saturday 6th Septem- 
her, although only 
mound a fifth of these 
arc expected on the Place 


iTJt '* 

*** ^ 


de la Concorde at the end. some 43^’ 
later. 

In between, toe competitors will 
through China, Tibet, Nepal. India and 
Stan, before entering into Europe via Ira 
Tuikey. Once in Europe their route inc : 
Greece, Italy, Germany and finally Frai 
seems unlikely on their timetable that .. v 
racers will be able to stop off for any 
tie ball. The event has been orgarrised' h^ 
Philip Young, who since forming theCfas " 
Rally Association, has already organised 
long-distance European and African e 
for classic cars. His experience at orgai 
similar events as well as competing 
meant he had valuable experience 
came to solving the political probfem^tM^ 
Peking-Paris event threw up. 

The entrants come from all over toe: 
and although there are ?9 from toe l 
fewer than 25 other countries are repft^ 
senfed. including toe USA. Malaysia. 

Greece. Iran and Singapore. Among" ’ 
competitors, who are all driving cars at 
30 years old, are the Duke of Somerset; 
Montagu of Beaulieu, the Crown Pribc£ 
Malaysia, toe Rt Hon Sir David Ste^-^ . 
Baron Willem Bentinck van Schpdnhdftirt 
the Netherlands. So, we hope you wilt £Xajg. 
with us as we follow the exploits bFCpSdJJ, 
and his crew. In the meantime, find obt-rnp^ 
about this incredible rally. ■ 


Federal Express holds Golf tournament 



18 October - 31 October 1997 

Variety Of 

Wall To Wall Carpets 
And Wide Selection 
Of Fabrics For 
Curtains <S Upholstery 


Duty Free Prices For 
Diplomats And Re-Exports 


Shasha’a for Carpets, Macca St. Opp. Arab Bank 
Tel: 824032 - 829368 Office Tel: 625210 




FEDERAL EXPRESS Jordan sponsored 
on Friday 17 October, as part of the com¬ 
pany's support of sports, an open golf 
tournament at the Bishanu Golf Club. 

In a unique action, and especially for 
this event, parachutes from the Royal 
Jordanian Parachute Club landed on the 
poll course bringing down with them toe 
trophies for the winners, a FedEx banner 
was Hying in the sky by one of toe para¬ 
chutes. U was a great scene for everyone, 
and was well appreciated by Federal 
Express Jordan who gave a special trophy 
to the Director or toe Club. Mr Samih 
Junokaf. 

General Manager of Federal Express 
Jordan. Ms Dina Faidi. gave away the 
FedEx trophies and the prizes to toe win¬ 
ner?, of this tournament who came as ■ 
follows: 

The Champion: Mr. Faringion 

1st Place Low Handicap: Mr Telford" 

2nd place Low Handicap: Mr Abu AI 

Hawn 

3rd place Low Handicap: Mr Auh 

Im place High Handicap: Mr AI 
Amcen 

2nd place High Handicap: Mr 
Mussalam 

3rd place High Handicap: Mr 


Aurmond C 

Nearest to toe Hy- ' 

pin hole # 4: Mr 
Pauler 

Nearest to toe 
pin hole #6: Mr 
Abu AI Hawa 

Nearest to the 
pin hole # 8: Mr 
Auh 

Longest Drive 
for hole # 7: Mr 
Rafter 

Longest Drive 
for hole # 5: Mr 
Auh 

In a special 
FedEx competition. 

which Ms Faidi 
had arranged after ' 
the tournament to give a chance for all 
guests to see the players in action, 
whereby the player who hit the hall clos¬ 
est to the hole # 10 won a special prize 
given by FedEx Jordan, the lucky winner 
was again the champion of the tourna¬ 
ment Mr Faringion. 

The prizes which was given for toe 
winners was offered from several loyal 
clients of Federal Express Jordan, such as 


Federal Ext 



Rama Consulting, Abu Shaqra Tradthgi? 
EuroDollar, Orientals Tours, 

Maqdes tours. Sysiema; Jordan ?Bdbk-. A 
Center, Petra Tours, Universal Salte<2bfc^ 
rab and Coca Cola. In addition iti pfii&Ft 
presented by FedEx Jordan. ' 

Ms Faidi, and after the success 
tournament and in support of Jortfeg^^ 
sports, the Federal Express Golf fourth \ 
ment will become a yearly event ■ 


J 
















































